
Asian palm civet
The Asian Palm Civet, also known as the Toddy Cat or Common
Palm  Civet,  is  a  small,  nocturnal  mammal  that  is  found
throughout  South  and  Southeast  Asia,  including  India,  Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, and the Philippines. It is a member of the
Viverridae  family,  which  also  includes  other  civet  and
mongoose species.

The Asian Palm Civet has a long, slender body, short legs, and
a pointed snout. Its fur is brownish-gray with black spots,
and it has a white mask-like marking around its eyes. It is a
nocturnal animal and feeds on a variety of prey, including
insects, small mammals, and fruits.

One of the most unique features of the Asian Palm Civet is its
diet, which includes coffee berries. The civet is known to eat
the ripest and sweetest coffee berries, digesting the outer
layer and leaving the inner beans intact. These beans are then
collected, cleaned, and roasted to make the famous Kopi Luwak
coffee.

Serial
No.

Characteristics Description

1 Common Name Asian palm civet

2 Scientific Name Paradoxurus hermaphroditus

3 Length 38 to 66 centimetres

4 Colour
Grayish-brown with black

markings

5 Height/Girth Height: up to 40 centimetres

6
Tail length (if

mammal)
Tail length: up to 53

centimetres

7
Height till shoulder

(if mammal)
N/A

8 Average Weight 2 to 5 kilograms
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9 Food Habits
Omnivorous, feeding on fruits,
insects, small mammals, and
occasionally, coffee berries

10 Habitat

Found in forests and
agricultural areas throughout
Southeast Asia, including

Indonesia, the Philippines, and
Thailand

11 Interesting Facts

The Asian palm civet is known
for its role in producing kopi
luwak, one of the world’s most
expensive coffees, which is made
from coffee beans that have been
partially digested and excreted

by the animal.

Features
The Asian palm civet, also known as the toddy cat or musang,
is a small carnivorous mammal native to South and Southeast
Asia.They are about the size of a large house cat, weighing
between 2 to 5 kg (4.4 to 11 lbs) and measuring around 53 to
71 cm (21 to 28 inches) in length, including the tail. Their
fur is generally greyish-brown in colour with black stripes
and spots on the body and legs. They have a pointed snout,
sharp teeth, and long, slender body with short legs and a
long, bushy tail. One of the most distinctive features of
Asian palm civets is their ability to digest coffee beans,
which makes them an important part of the coffee production
process  in  some  countries.  They  are  also  known  for  their
strong sense of smell and excellent climbing skills, allowing
them to easily climb trees and forage for food. They are
primarily nocturnal and solitary animals, spending their days
sleeping in trees and coming out at night to hunt for food.
They are omnivorous, feeding on a variety of fruits, insects,



small mammals, and birds. Females give birth to 2-5 young
after a gestation period of around 60 days. The young are born
blind and helpless and are nursed by their mother for several
months before becoming independent.

Kopi Luwak, also known as Civet coffee, is a type of coffee
made from coffee beans that have been digested and excreted by
the Asian palm civet.

The process of making Kopi Luwak involves the civet cat eating
the coffee cherries, digesting the flesh of the fruit, and
excreting the beans. The beans are then collected from the
animal’s faeces, thoroughly cleaned, and roasted.

Due to the rarity and the unique process of producing this
coffee, it is considered one of the most expensive coffees in
the world. However, there has been controversy around the
production of Kopi Luwak, as some civets are kept in captivity
and fed a diet of only coffee cherries, leading to animal
welfare concerns.

Food Habits
As omnivorous animals, Asian palm civets have a varied diet.
They feed on fruits, including figs, berries, and mangoes, as
well as insects, small mammals, birds, and reptiles. They are
also  known  to  eat  coffee  cherries,  which  are  a  valuable
commodity in some parts of the world. The Asian palm civet
plays an important role in the ecology of the areas they
inhabit as they help in seed dispersal of fruits they consume.

Habitats  
The Asian palm civet is found in a variety of habitats across
South and Southeast Asia, including forests, plantations, and
urban areas. They are known to be present in India, Sri Lanka,



Nepal,  Bhutan,  Bangladesh,  Myanmar,  Thailand,  Malaysia,
Indonesia, and the Philippines.

Typically, these creatures reside in primary and secondary
forests, as well as in peat swamp forests that are seasonally
flooded, mangroves, oil palm and teak plantations. They may
also be found in parks and suburban gardens with fully grown
fruit trees, fig trees, and untouched vegetation.

Vulnerable Species
The population of Asian palm civets in India is not well-
known, as there is limited data on their numbers. However,
they are not considered to be a threatened species in the
country and are listed as “Least Concern” by the IUCN.

One of the main threats to the Asian palm civet in India is
habitat  loss  and  fragmentation  due  to  deforestation,
urbanisation, and agricultural expansion. As their habitat is
destroyed, the population of Asian palm civets may become more
fragmented and isolated, making it harder for them to find
food and mates.

In addition, the Asian palm civet is sometimes hunted for its
meat and fur, and is also captured for the production of musk,
a substance used in perfumes and traditional medicines. These
practices,  if  continued  without  regulation,  can  lead  to
population decline and put the species at risk.

Protected Areas 
The Asian palm civet is known to inhabit several national
parks. 

Bandhavgarh National Park located in the Umaria district of
Madhya Pradesh. Although this park is renowned for its tiger



population,  it  also  boasts  a  diverse  range  of  wildlife,
including the Asian palm civet. 

Mudumalai National Park situated in the Nilgiri Hills of Tamil
Nadu is another habitat for various animals such as elephants,
leopards, and the Asian palm civet. 

The  Silent  Valley  National  Park  located  in  the  Palakkad
district of Kerala is famous for its rich biodiversity and has
a variety of animal species within its boundaries, including
the Asian palm civet. 

Another national park that is home to the Asian palm civet is
Periyar National Park, which is situated in the Western Ghats
of  Kerala  and  has  a  large  population  of  Asian  elephants,
tigers, Indian bison, and other wildlife. 

Finally, Sariska Tiger Reserve located in the Alwar district
of Rajasthan is also a habitat for the Asian palm civet and is
known for its Bengal tiger population and diverse wildlife.

Conservation 
To  conserve  Indian  Civet  cats,  a  number  of  conservation
efforts are being undertaken. Some of these include:

Protection of habitat: The Indian Civet relies on a variety of
habitats,  including  forests,  grasslands,  and  urban  areas.
Protecting  and  restoring  these  habitats  is  important  to
maintain viable populations of the species.

Law enforcement: Hunting and trade of the Indian Civet is
illegal in many countries, but illegal trade still persists.
Effective law enforcement is necessary to curb illegal hunting
and trade and to protect the species.

Awareness and education: Raising public awareness about the
importance of conserving the Indian Civet and its role in



maintaining ecological balance is important to reduce demand
for hunting and the pet trade.

Research: Research on the Indian Civet’s ecology, population
status, and threats can help guide conservation efforts and
improve our understanding of the species.

Captive  breeding  and  reintroduction:  Captive  breeding  and
reintroduction programs can help increase the population of
the  species  in  the  wild,  but  these  efforts  need  to  be
carefully  planned  and  monitored  to  ensure  success.

Overall, a multi-faceted approach is needed to conserve Indian
Civet  cats  and  to  ensure  their  survival  for  future
generations.


