
Booted Eagle
Despite its fearsome reputation as a hunter, the booted eagle
is also a creature of great beauty and grace. Its flight is a
thing  of  wonder,  as  it  dips  and  soars  through  the  sky,
effortlessly navigating the winds and currents. And when it
spots its prey, it becomes a blur of motion, diving down with
deadly accuracy to snatch its quarry from the ground.

Its plumage is a striking combination of dark brown and cream,
with distinctive markings on its wings and tail feathers. Its
legs are feathered all the way down to its talons, giving it a
distinctive “booted” appearance.

Serial
Number

Characteristics Description

1 Common name Booted Eagle

2 Scientific name Hieraaetus pennatus

3 Colour
Dark brown upperparts with lighter

underparts

4 Average length 45-60 cm

5 Average height 55-70 cm

6 Type of bird Bird of prey

7 Found in Europe, Asia, and Africa

8 Habitat
Woodlands, forest edges, and open

areas with trees

9 Status Least Concern

Features
The Booted Eagle is a striking bird of prey, known for its
distinctive physical features and powerful hunting abilities.
This medium-sized raptor has a wingspan of up to 1.2 meters,
and a body length of around 45-60 centimeters. It has long,
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broad wings that are perfect for soaring through the skies in
search of prey.

One of the most striking features of the Booted Eagle is its
striking  plumage.  Adult  birds  have  a  dark  brown  back  and
wings,  with  lighter  brown  feathers  on  their  head  and
underbelly. They have a distinctive “booted” appearance, with
feathers that extend down their legs and give the impression
of wearing boots – hence the name.

Their eyes are large and golden in color, with a fierce and
intense gaze that speaks to their predatory instincts. Their
beak is short and sharply curved, perfect for tearing through
flesh and extracting meat from their prey.

In  terms  of  size,  the  Booted  Eagle  is  relatively  small
compared to other birds of prey, with males typically weighing
around  700-1000  grams  and  females  weighing  slightly  more.
Despite their small size, they are incredibly powerful and
agile  hunters,  able  to  take  down  prey  much  larger  than
themselves.

Habitat and Food
This majestic raptor prefers to live in open areas such as
grasslands, savannas, and meadows, where it can easily spot
its prey from the air. It can also be found in wooded areas,
where it perches on high branches, watching and waiting for
the right opportunity to strike.

As a carnivore, the Booted Eagle feeds primarily on small
mammals, reptiles, and birds. Its hunting strategy is highly
specialized, with the bird relying on its sharp talons and
hooked beak to catch and kill its prey. It prefers to hunt in
the early morning and late afternoon when its prey is most
active.

The Booted Eagle’s diet varies depending on its location and



the availability of prey. In some areas, it feeds mostly on
rodents and rabbits, while in others, it may focus on lizards,
snakes, and small birds. The bird’s sharp vision and acute
hearing  help  it  to  locate  prey  from  a  distance,  and  its
powerful wings allow it to swoop down and catch its prey in
mid-air.

Nesting and Nurturing
During  the  breeding  season,  these  birds  will  engage  in
elaborate  courtship  displays,  with  males  performing  aerial
acrobatics and calling out to potential mates.

Once a pair has formed, they will begin to search for a
suitable nesting site. Typically, the Booted Eagle will build
its nest in the fork of a tall tree, lining it with twigs,
grasses, and other materials. They may also use abandoned
nests from other birds as a starting point for their own
construction.

The Booted Eagle lays a clutch of 1-2 eggs, which are white or
cream-colored with brown or red spots. The eggs are incubated
for around 35 days by both parents, with each taking turns to
keep them warm and protect them from the elements.

Once the eggs hatch, the young eaglets are covered in a layer
of fluffy down feathers. They are completely dependent on
their parents for food and protection, and will remain in the
nest for up to 50 days. During this time, the parents will
bring them a steady supply of small mammals, reptiles, and
other prey items to help them grow and develop.

As the young eaglets mature, they will begin to exercise their
wings and practice flying around the nest. Eventually, they
will  fledge  and  leave  the  nest,  becoming  independent  and
setting out on their own to establish territories and find
mates of their own.



IUCN Status
According  to  the  International  Union  for  Conservation  of
Nature  (IUCN),  the  Booted  Eagle  is  currently  listed  as  a
species of Least Concern.

This status is due to its relatively wide distribution and
population  size,  which  is  estimated  to  be  stable  or
increasing. However, like many birds of prey, the Booted Eagle
faces  a  number  of  threats,  including  habitat  loss,
persecution,  and  electrocution  from  power  lines.


