
Branded racer 
India is home to a diverse range of snake species, including
the Banded Racer snake. The Banded Racer is a non-venomous
snake that is found throughout much of India. It is a fast and
agile snake that is known for its striking coloration and
impressive  size.  In  this  article,  we  will  explore  the
characteristics, habitat, and importance of the Banded Racer
in the Indian ecosystem.

Characteristics Description

Name Indian Banded Racer

Scientific Name Argyrogena fasciolata

Colour
Olive-brown to dark brown, with
lighter bands across the body

Length Up to 4 feet

Habitat
Grasslands, scrub forests,

agricultural fields

Food habits
Feeds on rodents, lizards, and other

small animals

Indian states where
it’s found

Found throughout India, except for
the higher altitudes of the

Himalayas

IUCN status Least Concern

Features
The Banded Racer is a slender snake with a glossy appearance.
It  typically  measures  between  90  and  150  cm  in  length,
although some specimens have been recorded at up to 200 cm.
The snake is typically green or brown in color, with a series
of black or brown bands that run along its back. These bands
are more pronounced in younger individuals, and tend to fade
as the snake ages. The Banded Racer is a fast-moving snake
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that is capable of impressive bursts of speed. It is also
relatively light, with most individuals weighing between 250
and 500 grams.

Habitat and Food
The  Banded  Racer  is  found  in  a  wide  variety  of  habitats
throughout  India,  including  forests,  grasslands,  and
agricultural areas. It is a diurnal snake that is most active
during the day, and is known to be a good climber. The snake
feeds primarily on rodents, although it has also been known to
consume other small mammals, birds, and lizards. The Banded
Racer  is  an  important  predator  in  the  Indian  ecosystem,
helping to control populations of pests that can damage crops
and spread disease.

Where is it found in India?
The  Banded  Racer  is  found  throughout  much  of  India,  with
populations in the northern, central, and southern regions of
the country. It is known to occur in a variety of states,
including  Rajasthan,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Madhya  Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka. The snake is also found in parts
of Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka.

Importance to ecosystem
The  Banded  Racer  plays  an  important  role  in  the  Indian
ecosystem as a predator of rodents and other small animals.
Its presence helps to control populations of pests that can
damage crops and spread disease. In addition, the Banded Racer
is an important part of the food chain, serving as prey for a
variety  of  larger  predators,  including  birds  of  prey  and
larger snakes.



IUCN status
The Banded Racer is not currently listed on the IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species. While it is not considered to be at
immediate risk of extinction, the snake may face threats from
habitat loss and fragmentation as a result of human activity.
Continued  monitoring  and  conservation  efforts  will  be
important  for  ensuring  the  long-term  survival  of  this
important  species.


