
Brown fish owl
The owls of India are a captivating and mysterious group of
birds that have captured the human imagination for centuries.
India is home to a diverse range of owl species, from the
majestic  and  elusive  Himalayan  Owl  to  the  diminutive  and
charming Jungle Owlet. These enigmatic creatures are revered
in many Indian cultures and have been the subject of countless
myths and legends. Owls are master hunters, equipped with
remarkable eyesight, acute hearing, and silent flight, making
them  the  ultimate  nocturnal  predators.  Despite  their
significance  in  Indian  folklore  and  their  ecological
importance, many of these birds are threatened by habitat loss
and  human  persecution.  Understanding  and  protecting  these
magnificent birds is vital for their survival and the health
of India’s ecosystems.

Owls play a crucial role in maintaining the balance of many
ecosystems around the world. As apex predators, they help
regulate  the  populations  of  prey  species,  controlling  the
spread of diseases and preventing overgrazing. Owls are also
important  indicators  of  ecosystem  health,  as  they  are
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sensitive to changes in habitat quality and can be used as
bioindicators  for  monitoring  the  health  of  an  ecosystem.
Additionally, owl pellets, the undigested parts of their prey,
contain essential nutrients that enrich the soil and support
plant growth. By controlling rodent populations, owls also
help  prevent  crop  damage  and  reduce  the  need  for  harmful
pesticides. In short, the presence of owls in an ecosystem is
critical for maintaining the delicate balance of nature, and
their protection is vital for the health of our planet.

Serial
Number

Characteristic Description

1 Common name Brown Fish Owl

2 Scientific Name Ketupa zeylonensis

3 Colour
Brown with dark streaks on

head, back, and wings

4 Average length (cms) 50-55

5 Average Height (cms) 30-35

6 Type of bird Waterbird

7 Found in India in
Across most of India, except
for the North-eastern regions

8 Habitat Wetlands, rivers, and estuaries

9 Status Least Concern
In the depths of the mystical forests, there dwells a creature
that is both feared and revered – the Brown Fish Owl. With its
piercing golden eyes and velvety brown feathers, this majestic
bird is a true master of the night.

As dusk settles and the moon casts its silvery glow across the
landscape, the Brown Fish Owl emerges from its hiding place,
ready to hunt. With a wingspan that stretches nearly four feet
wide,  it  glides  silently  through  the  trees,  scanning  the
ground below for any signs of movement.



Features
The Brown Fish Owl is a medium-sized bird of prey that belongs
to the owl family. As the name suggests, this species is
primarily brown in colour, with varying shades of tawny and
chestnut-brown on its wings, back, and head. The underparts of
the bird are generally lighter in colour, ranging from white
to cream, and are covered in dark streaks and spots. The Brown
Fish Owl’s facial disc, which is a defining characteristic of
all  owl  species,  is  light  brown  in  colour  and  has  dark
concentric rings around the eyes.

On average, the Brown Fish Owl stands at around 50-60 cm
(20-24 inches) tall and has a wingspan of 100-120 cm (39-47
inches).  These  dimensions  make  it  a  relatively  large  owl
species compared to some of its relatives. Adult birds can
weigh anywhere between 1.2-2.2 kg (2.6-4.8 lbs), with females
typically being larger than males.

One of the most distinctive physical features of the Brown
Fish Owl is its large, powerful talons. These sharp claws are



adapted for grasping and killing prey, with the owl using them
to catch fish, rodents, and other small animals. The Brown
Fish Owl’s feet are also covered in feathers, which provide
insulation during cold weather and help to muffle any noise
while the bird is hunting.

Habitat and Food
The Brown fish owl (Ketupa zeylonensis) is a species of owl
that is native to South Asia, including countries such as
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Bangladesh. As its name suggests,
the Brown fish owl is primarily found near bodies of water,
such as rivers, streams, and lakes.

Habitat:  The  Brown  fish  owl  typically  prefers  to  inhabit
forests, wooded areas, and other types of wetlands. It can
also be found in urban areas that are located near water
bodies, such as parks, gardens, and other green spaces.

Eating habits: As its name suggests, the Brown fish owl is
primarily a fish-eating bird. It feeds on a variety of fish
species, including carp, catfish, and mullet. However, it also
preys on other types of aquatic animals, such as crabs, frogs,
and even small mammals like rats and mice.



The Brown fish owl is an opportunistic feeder, meaning it will
take advantage of whatever prey is available. It hunts mainly
at night, using its keen hearing and excellent eyesight to
locate prey in the dark. Once it has located its prey, the owl
will swoop down and catch it with its sharp talons.

Nesting and Nurturing
The Brown Fish Owl is a solitary bird that typically nests in
the dense forests near freshwater bodies. During the breeding
season, which usually takes place between December and May,
the birds pair up and start building their nests.

The Brown Fish Owl is known for its unique nesting habits, as
it does not build its own nest. Instead, it takes over the
abandoned nests of other birds, such as eagles, crows, or
squirrels. The birds may also use natural tree cavities or
rock crevices to nest in. Once they find a suitable location,
the Brown Fish Owls will line the nest with twigs, leaves, and
feathers,  creating  a  cozy  and  safe  environment  for  their
offspring.

The female Brown Fish Owl typically lays 2-4 eggs, which are
white in colour and measure around 50 mm (2 inches) in length.
The eggs are laid at intervals of 2-3 days, with incubation
starting after the first egg is laid. Both the male and female
birds take turns incubating the eggs, which hatch after about
30-35 days.

After hatching, the baby Brown Fish Owls are helpless and rely
on  their  parents  for  food  and  protection.  The  parents
regurgitate food, such as small fish, rodents, and insects, to
feed their young. They also use their body heat to keep the
chicks warm, and will fiercely defend the nest against any
potential threats.

As the chicks grow and develop, they become more active and
start flapping their wings to exercise their muscles. After



about 70-80 days, the chicks are ready to leave the nest and
start hunting on their own. However, they may stay close to
their  parents  for  a  few  more  weeks,  learning  important
survival skills before they become fully independent.

IUCN Status
The  Brown  Fish  Owl  is  classified  as  a  species  of  “Least
Concern” on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. This
means that the species is not currently facing any significant
threats that would lead to a decline in its population.

However, the Brown Fish Owl’s habitat is under threat due to
deforestation  and  human  encroachment.  These  factors  could
potentially affect the availability of prey for the species,
which  could  lead  to  declines  in  their  population  in  the
future.


