
Brown Wood Owl
In  the  depths  of  the  forest,  hidden  amongst  the  towering
trees, there is a creature of both mystery and beauty. The
brown wood owl, with its piercing eyes and soft feathers,
roosts silently on the branches of the forest, watching and
waiting for the night to fall.

As the sun sets and the darkness creeps in, the brown wood owl
begins to stir. With its sharp talons and powerful wings, it
takes flight into the cool night air, soaring through the
trees with grace and precision.

Serial
Number

Characteristic Description

1 Common Name Brown Wood Owl

2 Scientific Name Strix leptogrammica

3 Colour
Brown with white spots and

streaks

4 Average Length in cms 40-50 cm

5 Average Height in cms 35-40 cm

https://greenverz.com/brown-wood-owl/


6 Type of Bird Forest bird / Bird of prey

7 Found in India in states All over India

8 Habitat Forests and wooded areas

9 Status Least Concern

Features
The Brown Wood Owl is a striking bird with distinct physical
features that make it easily recognizable. It has a large
head, round facial disc, and long feather tufts on its head
that give it a distinctive and regal appearance.
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Adult Brown Wood Owls typically grow to a height of around
14-16 inches (36-40 cm) and have a wingspan of 38-45 inches
(96-114 cm). They are medium-sized owl, weighing around 1-1.5
pounds (0.5-0.7 kg). The female Brown Wood Owl is generally
larger than the male.

The Brown Wood Owl has large and powerful talons that allow it
to catch and hold onto prey with ease. Its wings are broad and
rounded, which helps it fly silently through the forest and
makes it a stealthy predator.

In terms of length, the Brown Wood Owl measures around 16-20
inches (41-51 cm) from head to tail, with a tail that is
relatively short compared to other owl species. Its eyes are
large and yellow, which gives it an excellent vision, even in
low-light conditions.



Habitat and Food
The Brown Wood Owl is a bird of prey that is native to the
forests of South and Southeast Asia, including India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Myanmar. Its natural habitat includes
dense forests, wooded areas, and open woodlands with mature
trees, where it can find plenty of prey and shelter. The Brown
Wood Owl is a carnivorous bird that primarily feeds on small
mammals, such as rodents, bats, and shrews. It also preys on
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. Its hunting strategy
is to perch on a tree branch and scan the surrounding area for
movement. Once it spots its prey, it swoops down silently and
grabs it with its sharp talons.
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The Brown Wood Owl is a nocturnal hunter, which means that it
is most active at night. During the day, it rests on a tree
branch, in a tree hollow, or in a dense shrub, where it can
blend  in  with  its  surroundings  and  avoid  detection  by
predators.

The Brown Wood Owl is a territorial bird that generally hunts
and nests in the same area. It is also a monogamous bird that
pairs for life, with the male and female working together to
raise their young.

Nesting and Nurturing
The Brown Wood Owl is a monogamous bird that pairs for life
and nests in the same area year after year. The breeding
season typically begins in the winter months, and the female



Brown Wood Owl lays between 2 to 4 eggs in a clutch.
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The eggs of the Brown Wood Owl are a pure white color and are
usually  laid  at  intervals  of  2-3  days.  Once  hatched,  the
chicks are covered in white downy feathers and are cared for
by  both  parents.  The  young  owlets  are  dependent  on  their
parents for food and protection for the first few months of
their lives.

The Brown Wood Owl parents are very attentive to their young,
feeding them a diet of regurgitated food that includes small
mammals, insects, and other prey items. As the chicks grow,
they  become  more  independent  and  start  to  explore  their
surroundings.

The baby owlets are well camouflaged, and their white downy
feathers  blend  in  with  their  surroundings,  making  them
difficult to spot. As they grow older, their feathers begin to



change color and take on the distinctive brown pattern of
their parents.

IUCN Status

The  Brown  Wood  Owl  is  classified  as  a  species  of  “Least
Concern” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN). This means that the species is not currently at risk
of  extinction  and  has  a  stable  population  in  its  natural
habitat.

However, like many other bird species, the Brown Wood Owl
faces threats from habitat loss due to deforestation, logging,
and agriculture. In some areas, the species is also hunted for
its meat, feathers, and other body parts, which are used in
traditional medicine and cultural practices.


