Bryde’s Whale

Bryde’s whales, also known as tropical whales, are a medium-
sized species of baleen whale found in warm, tropical and
subtropical waters around the world. They can grow up to 16
metres (52 feet) in length and weigh up to 21 tons, making
them an impressive sight to behold.

Bryde's whales are baleen whales, meaning they filter feed on
small organisms like krill and plankton. They have a
distinctive, streamlined body that allows them to swim with
great speed and agility, making them excellent hunters of
their small prey.

Despite their size and speed, Bryde'’'s whales have been hunted
extensively in the past and continue to face threats from
habitat loss, entanglement in fishing gear, and noise
pollution from human activities like shipping and oil
exploration. Nonetheless, these magnificent creatures continue
to thrive in the warm waters of the world’s oceans, reminding
us of the incredible diversity and beauty of life on our
planet.

Whales

Whales are a magnificent and diverse group of marine mammals
that play a vital role in the health of our oceans. They are
the giants of the sea, ranging in size from the petite dwarf
sperm whale to the colossal blue whale, which can weigh as
much as 200 tons. With their complex songs and calls, whales
communicate over vast distances, creating a symphony that 1is
both awe-inspiring and essential to their survival.

Whales are keystone species, exerting a disproportionately
large impact on the environment relative to their numbers.
Baleen whales, like the majestic humpback whale and the awe-
inspiring blue whale, filter huge amounts of small organisms,


https://greenverz.com/brydes-whale/

such as krill and plankton, from the ocean. By doing so, they
help maintain healthy populations of these tiny creatures,
which are vital food sources for countless other marine
animals. Furthermore, whale faeces are rich in nutrients that
fertilise the ocean and support the growth of phytoplankton,
which forms the basis of the marine food chain.

Evolution of whales

The evolution of whales is a fascinating story that spans
millions of years. Whales are believed to have evolved from
land-dwelling mammals that lived around 50 million years ago.
These early ancestors of whales, known as Pakicetus, were
small, wolf-like creatures that lived near rivers and hunted
fish.

Over time, these early mammals evolved to become better
adapted to life in the water. They developed streamlined
bodies, larger flippers, and a streamlined skull that allowed
them to swim more efficiently. They also evolved a thick layer
of blubber to keep them warm in cold ocean waters.

One of the most significant changes in the evolution of whales
was the development of the blowhole. This adaptation allowed
whales to breathe air without having to surface completely,
allowing them to stay submerged for longer periods.

Whales also evolved unique feeding mechanisms. Baleen whales,
for example, evolved baleen plates in their mouths, which they
use to filter small organisms like krill from the water.
Toothed whales, on the other hand, developed teeth that
allowed them to hunt larger prey, like fish and squid.

Today, there are over 80 species of whales, each with its
unique adaptations and characteristics. The evolution of
whales is a testament to the adaptability and resilience of
life on Earth, and a reminder of the incredible diversity of
species that call our planet home.



From the largest animal on the planet, the majestic sperm
whale, to the lesser-known but equally fascinating melon-
headed whale, dwarf sperm whale, and minke whale, the ocean is
home to an incredible diversity of whale species.

Bryde’s Whale
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Features
Appearance

Bryde’'s whales are a baleen whale species that can be found in
tropical and subtropical waters around the world. They have a
slender, streamlined body that can reach up to 50 feet in
length and weigh up to 30 tons.



Both male and female Bryde’s whales have a dark grey or
blackish back and lighter grey or white underside. They also
have three prominent ridges on their head, known as “rostral
ridges,” which can help distinguish them from other whale
species.

One of the special characteristics of Bryde’s whales is their
feeding behaviour. They are known to feed on small schooling
fish, plankton, and krill by engulfing large volumes of water
and then filtering it out through their baleen plates. They
can consume up to 1,000 pounds of food per day, making them
one of the most active feeders among baleen whales.

Bryde’'s whales are also known for their acrobatic displays,
often breaching (jumping out of the water) and tail-slapping
on the surface. They are generally solitary animals but can
sometimes be seen in small groups or pairs.

Food Habits

Bryde’s whales are opportunistic feeders, consuming a variety
of prey depending on availability. They primarily feed on
small schooling fish, such as sardines, anchovies, and
mackerel, as well as krill and other small crustaceans. To
feed, Bryde’s whales use a technique called “lunge feeding,”
where they open their mouths and swim through schools of fish
or krill, engulfing large amounts of prey along with water.
The water is then filtered out through their baleen plates,
leaving behind the food.

Habitat

Bryde’s whales are found in warm, tropical and subtropical
waters around the world, including the Indian Ocean, the
Pacific Ocean, and the Atlantic Ocean. They are commonly found
in areas with high productivity, such as upwelling zones and
areas where ocean currents converge, which provide ample food



for the whales.

In India, Bryde’s whales can be found along the western coast
of the country, particularly in the waters around the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, the Gulf of Kutch, and the Gulf of
Mannar. These whales have also been sighted in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea.

Vulnerable Species

Bryde’s whales are considered a vulnerable species globally,
with a population estimated at around 50,000 individuals. In
India, the population of Bryde’'s whales is not well studied,
but it is believed to be small and isolated. According to the
Indian Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, the
total population of Bryde’s whales in Indian waters 1is
estimated to be around 250 individuals.

Bryde’s whales face a number of threats in India and around
the world. One of the biggest threats is entanglement in
fishing gear, which can result in injury or death. This 1is a
particular problem in areas where there is high fishing
activity, such as the Gulf of Mannar and the Gulf of Kutch.

Other threats to Bryde’s whales in India include pollution,
habitat degradation, and climate change. Pollution can impact
the health of whales and their prey, while habitat degradation
can reduce the availability of food and disrupt migration
patterns. Climate change can also have a range of impacts on
the ocean ecosystem, including changes in sea temperature, sea
level rise, and ocean acidification, which can all affect the
distribution and abundance of prey for Bryde’'s whales.

Protected Areas

There are no National Parks in India specifically dedicated to
Bryde’s Whales. However, there are several marine parks and



protected areas where Bryde’s Whales can be found.

One such protected area is the Gulf of Mannar Marine National
Park in Tamil Nadu. This park is home to a diverse range of
marine life, including Bryde’'s Whales, dolphins, and sea
turtles. The park covers an area of approximately 560 square
kilometres and includes a number of islands and coral reefs.

Another important protected area for Bryde’s Whales in India
is the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The waters around these
islands are home to a number of marine mammals, including
Bryde's Whales, sperm whales, and killer whales. The
government of India has declared a number of areas around the
islands as marine reserves to protect their rich biodiversity.

Finally, the Indian Ocean Humpback Dolphin Marine Protected
Area (IOHDMPA) is another important area for marine life
conservation in India. The IOHDMPA covers an area of
approximately 20,000 square kilometres and includes important
habitats for Bryde’s Whales, as well as other species of
dolphins and whales.



