
Cedar
Introduction: The Cedar tree, also known as Cedrus deodara, is
a species of coniferous tree that is native to the western
Himalayas and eastern Afghanistan. This tree is known for its
towering  height,  striking  appearance,  and  various  uses  in
construction and medicine.

Tree Characteristic Description 

Common Name Cedar

Scientific Name Cedrus deodara

Maximum Height 40-50 meters

Diameter when Mature 3 meters

Years to Grow 50-60 years

Economic Benefit to Farmers
Timber production, agroforestry,

medicinal value

Physical Characteristics

https://greenverz.com/cedar/


The Cedar tree can reach a maximum height of 50-60 meters and
can have a diameter of up to 3 meters when fully matured. The
tree has a cone-shaped crown with long, sweeping branches that
grow  horizontally.  The  needles  of  the  Cedar  tree  are  a
distinctive blue-green color and are around 2-3 centimeters
long.  The  tree’s  bark  is  reddish-brown  and  can  have  deep
furrows that give the tree a rugged appearance.

Ecological Role



The Cedar tree plays a crucial role in the ecology of the
western  Himalayas.  It  provides  an  essential  habitat  for
various bird species, animals, and insects. The tree’s dense
foliage provides shelter and nesting sites for birds such as
the Himalayan woodpecker, and it is also a source of food for
various animal species, including the Himalayan black bear and
the red panda.

Importance to Birds, Animals, and



Insects
The Cedar tree’s dense foliage provides an essential habitat
for various bird species, animals, and insects. Birds use the
tree for shelter and nesting sites, while animals such as the
Himalayan black bear and the red panda rely on the tree for
food. Insects such as beetles and ants also inhabit the tree,
contributing to its ecological value.

States in India where the tree is
found naturally
The Cedar tree is found naturally in various states in India,
including  Jammu  and  Kashmir,  Himachal  Pradesh,  and
Uttarakhand.

States  where  it  is  commercially
grown
The Cedar tree is commercially grown in various states in
India, including Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Jammu and
Kashmir.

Commercial Growing of Tree
The Cedar tree is commercially grown for its highly valued
timber, which is used in construction and furniture making.
The tree’s bark is also used for medicinal purposes. In recent
years, there has been a growing interest in growing Cedar
trees under agroforestry, which provides various benefits such
as increased soil fertility and reduced soil erosion.



Different Stages of Tree Growth
The  Cedar  tree  has  various  stages  of  growth,  including
germination, seedling, juvenile, and mature. The tree can take
around 40-50 years to reach full maturity, during which time
it goes through various growth stages.

How Farmers are Benefited
Growing  Cedar  trees  under  agroforestry  provides  various
benefits to farmers. These include increased soil fertility,
reduced  soil  erosion,  and  improved  water  retention.
Additionally, growing Cedar trees can provide farmers with a
source of income from the sale of timber and medicinal bark.

Harvesting
Cedar  trees  are  typically  harvested  when  they  reach  full
maturity, which can take around 40-50 years. The tree’s timber
is  highly  valued  and  is  used  in  various  construction  and
furniture making projects.

Conclusion
The Cedar tree is an important species in India, known for its
towering  height,  ecological  and  cultural  significance,  and
various uses in construction and medicine. The tree’s dense
foliage  provides  an  essential  habitat  for  various  bird
species,  animals,  and  insects.  Growing  Cedar  trees  under
agroforestry provides various benefits to farmers, including
increased soil fertility and a source of income. Overall, the
Cedar tree plays a crucial role in maintaining the ecological
balance of the western Himalayas.


