
Cirrhinus Mrigala
India  is  home  to  an  impressive  array  of  freshwater  fish
species,  boasting  a  staggering  2,500  known  varieties
inhabiting  its  rivers,  lakes,  and  ponds.  These  aquatic
creatures are of immense ecological and economic importance,
with  many  being  highly  valued  as  a  source  of  food  or
recreation. Among the most prominent species are the rohu,
catla, hilsa, snakehead, mahseer, Indian carp, and gourami,
each  possessing  their  unique  traits,  colorations,  and
habitats. Nonetheless, the habitats of these species are under
constant threat from environmental degradation, pollution, and
overfishing,  which  highlights  the  dire  need  for  effective
conservation measures. The freshwater fish diversity of India
is  a  vital  resource  that  must  be  protected,  managed,  and
preserved for the benefit of both the natural environment and
human societies.

Cirrhinus Mrigala, commonly known as Mrigal, is a species of
freshwater fish found in rivers, lakes, and ponds across South
Asia, including India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal. It is
a  hardy  species  that  can  adapt  to  a  wide  range  of
environmental conditions and is highly valued for its meat,
which is white, firm, and flaky. Mrigal is an important food
fish and is a common ingredient in many traditional dishes in
the region. The fish has a streamlined body, with a silver-
grey coloration and a deeply forked tail. It can grow up to 1
meter in length and weigh up to 25 kg, making it a popular
game fish as well. However, like many other freshwater fish
species,  Mrigal  is  facing  a  decline  in  population  due  to
overfishing, habitat loss, and pollution. Conservation efforts
are  underway  to  protect  the  species,  with  a  focus  on
sustainable  fishing  practices,  habitat  restoration,  and
education programs to raise awareness about the importance of
preserving this vital aquatic resource.

https://greenverz.com/cirrhinus-mrigala/


Serial
No.

Characteristics Description

1 Common name Mrigal or mrigala carp

2 Scientific name Cirrhinus Mrigala

3 Colour
Silver or grayish with a

whitish belly

4 Average length in m 0.5 – 1 meter

5 Average weight in kgs 1 – 2 kilograms

6
Found in river systems

of

South Asia, including the
Indus, Ganges, and

Brahmaputra river basins

7 Habitat
Freshwater rivers, lakes,

and ponds

8
Any special

characteristics
Can tolerate low-oxygen

environments 

Features
 Mrigal has a long and cylindrical body with a slightly curved
head.  The  mouth  is  terminal,  and  the  eyes  are  large  and
bulging. The scales are large, and the dorsal fin is long and
continuous. The caudal fin is deeply forked, and the anal fin
is short and rounded.

The body of Mrigal is generally silvery-grey, with a slightly
darker back and lighter belly. The fins are usually reddish or
pinkish.

Mrigal can grow up to a maximum length of around 1 meter and
can weigh up to 25 kilograms. However, the average weight of
this fish species is around 1 to 2 kilograms.  Mrigal is not
known for its fast swimming speed. It generally swims at a
slow to moderate pace and prefers slow-moving or still waters.
However, it can swim faster when threatened or chasing prey.



Habitat
Cirrhinus mrigala is a freshwater fish species that is native
to South and Southeast Asia. It is commonly found in rivers,
canals, ponds, and other freshwater bodies in the region. This
species can tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions,
and it is known to inhabit both standing and flowing water
bodies, including reservoirs, lakes, and marshes.

In general, Mrigal prefers slow-moving or still waters with
muddy or sandy bottoms and vegetation. It is often found in
water bodies with abundant aquatic plants, where it can find
shelter and food. Mrigal is known to be a bottom-dwelling
fish,  and  it  often  feeds  on  detritus,  algae,  and  small
invertebrates found in the substrate.

Mrigal  is  a  hardy  species  that  can  adapt  to  a  range  of
environmental conditions, including variations in temperature,
pH, and dissolved oxygen levels. It is commonly cultured in
aquaculture systems, and efforts have been made to introduce
this species into new habitats to enhance fisheries in certain
areas.

River System
In India, Cirrhinus Mrigala is found in several river systems,
including the Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Indus river basins.
These river systems are some of the largest and most important
freshwater  habitats  in  the  country  and  provide  essential
breeding, feeding, and migration grounds for numerous fish
species.

Threatened Status
Cirrhinus mrigala, commonly known as Mrigal, is not considered
a threatened species. It is a widely distributed freshwater
fish species found in South and Southeast Asia, including



India,  Pakistan,  Nepal,  Bangladesh,  and  Myanmar.  The
International  Union  for  Conservation  of  Nature  (IUCN)  has
assessed Mrigal as a species of “Least Concern.”

Although  Mrigal  is  not  currently  threatened,  there  are
concerns  about  the  sustainability  of  its  fisheries  and
aquaculture  practices.  Overfishing,  habitat  degradation,
pollution, and climate change are some of the factors that
could potentially impact the populations of Mrigal and other
freshwater fish species in the future.


