
Cuttlefish 
Cuttlefish are fascinating marine creatures that belong to the
class Cephalopoda. They are closely related to squids and
octopuses  and  are  known  for  their  unique  appearance  and
remarkable  intelligence.  Cuttlefish  are  found  in  shallow,
temperate waters around the world and are popular attractions
in aquariums due to their impressive abilities and behaviors.

Characteristics Description

Name Cuttlefish

Scientific Name Sepiidae family

Colour
Camouflage: can change colour and

texture of skin

Average Length 15-25 cm (depending on species)

Average Weight 1-2 kg (depending on species)

Found in which coastal
waters

Shallow temperate waters around the
world, including Indian waters

IUCN Status
Least Concern (on the IUCN Red List

of Threatened Species)

Appearance

https://greenverz.com/cuttlefish/
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Habitat
Cuttlefish are found in shallow, temperate waters around the
world. They prefer areas with rocky bottoms or coral reefs
where  they  can  hide  and  hunt  for  prey.  Cuttlefish  are
typically found at depths ranging from 30 to 200 meters.

Food
Cuttlefish are opportunistic predators and will eat whatever
they can catch. Their diet primarily consists of small fish
and crustaceans, which they capture using their tentacles and
sharp beaks. Cuttlefish are also known for their ability to
eject  a  cloud  of  ink  in  order  to  confuse  and  distract
predators.

Cuttlefish in Indian Waters
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Cuttlefish are an important commercial species in India, and
they are harvested for both their meat and ink. The cuttlefish
fishery is primarily concentrated in the states of Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and Maharashtra.



Importance in Marine Ecosystem
Cuttlefish are an important part of the marine ecosystem,
playing  a  crucial  role  in  maintaining  the  balance  of  the
coastal ecosystem. They are an important food source for other
marine species, and they help to control the population of
small fish and crustaceans.

In addition, cuttlefish also help to maintain the health of
the coral reef ecosystem by controlling the population of
algae. They do this by eating the algae and preventing it from
overgrowing and damaging the coral.

IUCN Status of Indian Cuttlefishes



The IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) is
an  organization  that  monitors  the  conservation  status  of
species around the world. The Indian cuttlefishes are listed
as “Least Concern” on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

However, it is important to manage the cuttlefish fishery in a
sustainable  way  to  ensure  the  long-term  health  of  the
ecosystem and the livelihoods of the local communities that
depend  on  it.  This  includes  implementing  regulations  to
prevent overfishing and ensuring that the fishing methods used
are not damaging to the environment.

Conclusion
Cuttlefish are fascinating creatures that have captured the
attention of scientists and aquarium enthusiasts around the
world. Their unique appearance and remarkable abilities make
them a popular attraction in aquariums, while their importance
in the coastal ecosystem makes them an important commercial
species  in  many  countries.  It  is  important  to  manage  the
cuttlefish fishery in a sustainable way to ensure the long-
term health of the ecosystem and the livelihoods of the local
communities that depend on it.


