
Freshwater Crabs 
Freshwater crabs are an essential part of the ecosystem in
rivers  and  streams  throughout  India.  These  fascinating
crustaceans play an important role in maintaining the health
of freshwater habitats and serve as a valuable food source for
many communities in India. In this article, we will explore
the appearance, habitat, diet, and species of freshwater crabs
found in Indian waters, as well as their significance in the
ecosystem.

Characteristics Description

Name Freshwater Crabs

Scientific Name Varied

Color
Brown, Olive Green, Greyish, Dark Red, or

Purple

Habitat
Freshwater bodies like rivers, streams, and

ponds

Eaten in Assam, West Bengal, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu

IUCN Status Data Deficient

Appearance
Freshwater crabs vary in size, but they are typically small
and have a hard exoskeleton. They have two large claws that
they use for catching food and defending themselves. Some
species have a distinct coloration that helps them blend into
their  surroundings,  while  others  have  bright  and  vibrant
colors.

Habitat
Freshwater  crabs  are  found  in  rivers,  streams,  and  other
freshwater habitats throughout India. They prefer clean and
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clear water with a steady flow, and they are typically found
in shallow areas near the banks. Some species of freshwater
crabs can even be found in irrigation canals and rice paddies.

Food
Freshwater crabs are omnivores, which means they eat both
plant and animal matter. They feed on small insects, algae,
and other small aquatic animals. Some species of freshwater
crabs are also known to eat dead animals and even each other.

Species found in Indian waters
There are several species of freshwater crabs found in Indian
waters, including:

Indian freshwater crab (Potamon potamios)

Rusty freshwater crab (Sinopotamon xiushuiense)

Giant freshwater crab (Thelphusula armata)

Giant mountain crab (Larnaudia larnaudii)

The Indian freshwater crab is the most common and widespread
species found in Indian waters. It is found throughout the
country and is an important food source for many communities.



Which parts of India it is eaten
Freshwater crabs are eaten in many parts of India, especially
in the northeastern states. They are considered a delicacy in
many communities, and they are often prepared in a variety of
ways, such as curries or stir-fried dishes.

Importance in ecosystem
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IUCN status of Indian species
The Indian freshwater crab is not currently listed on the IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species, but some other species of
freshwater  crabs  found  in  India  are  considered  to  be
endangered or vulnerable. It is important to protect these
species and their habitats to ensure their survival in the
future.


