
Hoolock Gibbon

Origin 
Hoolock  gibbons  are  primates  that  belong  to  the  family
Hylobatidae, which is also known as the lesser apes. They are
found in parts of Northeast India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and
China. The origin of Hoolock gibbons can be traced back to the
Miocene epoch, which lasted from about 23 to 5.3 million years
ago.

The exact ancestor of Hoolock gibbons is not well understood,
but it is believed that they evolved from a common ancestor
shared with the other gibbon species around 18-20 million
years ago. This ancestor likely lived in Southeast Asia, which
is the region where gibbons are found today.

The evolution of gibbons is thought to have been driven by the
fragmentation of their forest habitats, which caused isolated
populations to evolve in different directions. This resulted
in  the  emergence  of  distinct  gibbon  species  with  unique
physical and behavioural characteristics.

It is unclear exactly how Hoolock gibbons reached India, but
it is believed that they may have migrated to the region from
Southeast Asia through the land bridges that existed during
the Miocene epoch. Over time, the Hoolock gibbons evolved to
adapt to the unique environmental conditions of the Northeast
Indian  region,  which  is  characterised  by  tropical  and
subtropical  forests.

Distribution  and  Population  in
India
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Hoolock  gibbons  are  found  in  parts  of  Northeast  India,
including  Arunachal  Pradesh,  Assam,  Manipur,  Meghalaya,
Mizoram, and Nagaland. They are also found in adjacent areas
of Bangladesh, Myanmar, and China.

Within India, the highest concentration of Hoolock gibbons is
found in the forests of Arunachal Pradesh, where they are
found  in  several  protected  areas,  including  the  Namdapha
National Park, Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary, and Pakke Wildlife
Sanctuary. They are also found in the Dibang Valley, Kamlang,
and Kameng districts of Arunachal Pradesh.

The population of Hoolock gibbons in India is estimated to be
around 10,000 individuals, with the majority of the population
found in Arunachal Pradesh. However, the exact population size
is difficult to determine, as these primates are arboreal and
often live in dense forested areas, making them difficult to
observe and count.

Features



Appearance
Hoolock gibbons are a medium-sized ape with a distinctive
appearance and vocalizations.They have a dark, almost black,
coat of fur that is generally shorter than that of other
gibbons. Males and females have similar colouring, but males
are typically larger in size. Adult Hoolock gibbons range in
weight from 6-9 kg and stand about 55-90 cm tall when upright.
They have long arms and legs, which are well-suited for their
arboreal lifestyle. Hoolock gibbons have a hairless face with
a characteristic white eyebrow tuft above their eyes.

Lifestyle
Hoolock gibbons are arboreal and move through the trees by
brachiating,  or  swinging  from  branch  to  branch.  They  are
social animals and live in small family groups consisting of a
breeding pair and their offspring. Hoolock gibbons are diurnal
and are most active during the day, spending most of their
time foraging for food and resting in the trees.
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Food Habits
Hoolock gibbons are primarily frugivorous, meaning that they
feed mostly on fruit. They also consume leaves, flowers, and
insects as part of their diet.

Habitats



They  typically  inhabit  tropical  and  subtropical  forests,
ranging from evergreen to semi-evergreen and mixed deciduous
forests.

The hoolock gibbon’s preferred habitat is characterized by
tall trees with a dense canopy that provides shade and shelter
from the sun and rain. They also require a variety of tree
species to support their dietary needs, as they are primarily
frugivorous (fruit-eating) but also consume leaves, flowers,
and insects. Additionally, hoolock gibbons need a variety of
large, sturdy trees with branches that are suitable for their
acrobatic  movements,  including  brachiating  (swinging  from
branch to branch) and leaping.

In terms of weather, hoolock gibbons prefer a warm and humid
climate with abundant rainfall. They are typically found in
areas with an average temperature range of 18-28°C (64-82°F)
and an annual rainfall of 1,500-3,000 mm (59-118 in). However,
they can also adapt to drier conditions, such as those found
in some semi-evergreen forests.



Vulnerable Species

 Hoolock gibbons are considered to be a vulnerable species.
They were first listed as vulnerable on the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened
Species in 2008.

The primary threat to Hoolock gibbons is habitat loss and
fragmentation due to human activities such as deforestation,
logging, and infrastructure development. Hoolock gibbons are
hunted for their meat and are also targeted for the pet trade,
which further threatens their survival. Climate change may
affect the availability of food resources for Hoolock gibbons,
as  well  as  alter  the  distribution  and  quality  of  their
habitat. Hoolock gibbons are vulnerable to diseases that can
be transmitted by humans, such as respiratory illnesses and
other infections.

Protected Areas
Hoolock gibbons are found in several protected areas in India,
which are managed by the government and aim to conserve the
species and their habitats. 

Located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Arunachal  Pradesh,
Namdapha National Park is the largest protected area for
Hoolock gibbons in India. It is also home to several
other  threatened  species,  including  tigers,  leopards,
and clouded leopards. 
Located in the Lower Dibang Valley district of Arunachal



Pradesh, Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area
that is home to several species of primates, including
Hoolock gibbons. 
Located in the western part of Arunachal Pradesh, Pakke
Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area that is home to
several species of primates, including Hoolock gibbons. 
Located  in  the  Lohit  district  of  Arunachal  Pradesh,
Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area that is
home to several species of primates, including Hoolock
gibbons. 
Located in the Jorhat district of Assam, Gibbon Wildlife
Sanctuary is a protected area that is home to several
species of primates, including Hoolock gibbons.
These  protected  areas  provide  critical  habitat  for
Hoolock gibbons and other threatened species, and are
important  sites  for  research,  monitoring,  and
conservation  efforts.  However,  these  areas  also  face
threats such as habitat loss, poaching, and encroachment
by  human  settlements,  highlighting  the  need  for
continued  conservation  efforts  to  protect  these
important  ecosystems.

Conservation of the Species



 Protecting and conserving their natural habitats is one of
the  most  effective  ways  to  ensure  the  survival  of  these
species.  This  can  be  achieved  through  the  creation  and
management of protected areas, such as national parks and
wildlife reserves, and the restoration of degraded habitats. 

Illegal  hunting  and  poaching  of  these  species  is  a  major
threat to their survival. Effective anti-poaching measures,
such  as  increased  patrols,  community-based  monitoring
programs, and strong enforcement of wildlife laws, can help to
reduce this threat. 

Raising public awareness about the importance of these species
and their conservation can help to reduce the demand for their
products,  such  as  fur  and  body  parts,  and  reduce  human-
wildlife conflict. 

Education and awareness programs aimed at local communities
and hunters can also help to reduce the illegal hunting of
these species. 

Gathering  more  information  about  these  species,  including
their population sizes, distribution, and ecological needs can
help  to  inform  conservation  efforts  and  improve  our



understanding  of  their  conservation  status.  

In some cases, conservation breeding programs may be necessary
to support the recovery of populations that are at risk of
extinction. This involves breeding individuals in captivity
and then releasing them back into the wild, once sufficient
populations have been established.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the Hoolock Gibbon plays important roles in
their ecosystems. However, these species are facing various
threats to their survival, including habitat loss, illegal
hunting, and human-wildlife conflict. To protect and conserve
these species, a multi-faceted approach is needed, including
habitat  conservation,  anti-poaching  measures,  education  and
awareness, research and monitoring, and conservation breeding.
These solutions are not mutually exclusive and often need to
be  implemented  in  combination  to  effectively  protect  and
conserve  these  species.  Conservation  organisations,
governments,  and  local  communities  must  work  together  to
develop  and  implement  effective  conservation  strategies  to
ensure the survival of these phenomenal species


