Indian glass lizard

The Asian Glass lizard, also known as Dopasia gracilis, is a
unique species of lizard native to the Indian subcontinent.
Despite its name, the Asian Glass lizard is not actually made
of glass. The name refers to the lizard’s smooth, shiny scales
that make it appear translucent.

Characteristics Description
Name Asian Glass Lizard

Scientific Name Dopasia gracilis
Colour Grey-brown with dark stripes on the sides
Length Up to 60 cm

Forests, grasslands, and agricultural areas

Habitat
of Southeast Asia

Insectivorous, feeds on insects, spiders, and

Food habits
other small invertebrates

IUCN status Not evaluated

Features

The Asian Glass lizard is a long, slender lizard that can
reach up to 2 feet in length. It has a small head and a long,
pointed tail that makes up about two-thirds of its body
length. The lizard’s color varies from light brown to dark
brown, with black or white speckles on its back. It has a slim
body structure with tiny limbs, which are almost invisible.
The Asian Glass lizard can move quickly, but not as fast as
other species of lizards.

Habitat details

The Asian Glass lizard is found in a variety of habitats,
including grasslands, dry forests, and shrublands. They are
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mainly found in the Indian subcontinent, including Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, and India. They prefer to live in areas
with soft soil and loose rocks, which makes it easier for them
to burrow underground.

Food

The Asian Glass lizard is a carnivorous lizard that feeds on
insects, spiders, and other small invertebrates. They are also
known to eat other small lizards and snakes. The lizard’s diet
is important because it helps to control the population of
insects and other pests.

Importance to ecosystem

The Asian Glass lizard is an essential part of the ecosystem
because it helps to control the population of insects and
other pests. It also serves as a food source for larger
predators, including birds of prey and larger reptiles. The
lizard’s burrowing behavior helps to aerate the soil and
improve the soil quality.

IUCN status

The IUCN has not assessed the Asian Glass lizard’s
conservation status, but it is believed to be a species of
least concern. However, its habitat is under threat from
deforestation, habitat destruction, and pollution, which could
impact its population in the future.

Conclusion

The Asian Glass lizard is a unique and interesting species of
lizard found in the Indian subcontinent. Its shiny scales and
slender body make it an exciting sight to see. As a predator
of insects and other small invertebrates, it plays a vital



role in controlling pest populations and maintaining the
balance of the ecosystem. It is essential to protect the Asian
Glass lizard’'s habitat to ensure that it continues to thrive

in the future.



