
Indian Gray Mongoose
The mongoose is a small, agile mammal native to India and
Southeast Asia. It belongs to the family Herpestidae and is
closely related to other carnivorous mammals such as weasels,
ferrets, and otters. The mongoose is known for its slender
body, sharp claws, and thick fur, which can be gray, brown, or
black depending on the species. They are excellent hunters and
are able to take down prey much larger than themselves. In
India, the mongoose is considered a symbol of courage and is
often depicted in art and folklore. However, they can also be
a nuisance as they are known to raid poultry farms and steal
eggs.  Despite  this,  they  are  an  important  part  of  the
ecosystem and are highly valued for their ability to control
pests such as rats and snakes.
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Characteristics Information

1 Common Name Indian Gray Mongoose

2 Scientific Name Herpestes edwardsii

3 Length 30-45 cm

4 Color
Grayish-brown with lighter

underparts

5 Height / girth N/A

6 Tail length 20-30 cm

7 Height till shoulder 15-20 cm

8 Average weight 0.5-1.0 kg

9 Food habits
Omnivorous, feeds on insects, small
mammals, reptiles, birds, and fruits
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10 Habitat
Found in a variety of habitats

including forests, grasslands, and
urban areas

11 Interesting facts

The Indian Gray Mongoose is known
for its agility and speed, and is
able to take on prey much larger
than itself, such as venomous
snakes. They are also known for
their unusual breeding behavior,

which involves females giving birth
to litters of 2-4 young twice a

year, rather than once a year like
most mammals. Additionally, they
have a unique gland in their anal

region that secretes a pungent scent
used for communication and marking

their territory.

Features
The Indian gray mongoose (Herpestes edwardsii) is a small
carnivorous mammal that is native to the Indian subcontinent
and  parts  of  Southeast  Asia.  They  belong  to  the  family
Herpestidae, which includes other mongoose species as well as
meerkats.

The Indian gray mongoose is typically gray or brown in color,
with a long, slender body and a pointed snout. They have short
legs and sharp claws, which they use for digging and climbing.
The average length of an adult male mongoose is about 60-75 cm
(24-30  in)  from  nose  to  tail,  while  females  are  slightly
smaller, measuring about 45-60 cm (18-24 in) in length.

One  of  the  most  distinctive  features  of  the  Indian  gray
mongoose is their ability to move quickly and agilely. They
are known for their ability to jump up to six feet in the air



and can easily climb trees and walls. They also have excellent
senses of hearing and smell, which they use to detect prey and
avoid predators.

Indian gray mongooses are primarily active during the day and
are known to be solitary animals. They feed on a variety of
prey, including insects, small mammals, birds, reptiles, and
even  fruit.  They  are  also  known  to  eat  carrion  and  will
scavenge from human garbage and refuse.

One  of  the  most  interesting  behaviors  of  the  Indian  gray
mongoose is their ability to fight and kill venomous snakes,
including  cobras.  They  have  a  specialized  technique  for
attacking snakes, which involves dodging their strikes and
delivering  a  quick,  deadly  bite  to  the  head.  This  unique
ability  has  made  them  popular  in  Indian  folklore  and
mythology,  where  they  are  often  portrayed  as  cunning  and
fearless warriors.

Food Habits
Indian gray mongooses are opportunistic feeders and have a
diverse  diet  that  includes  insects,  small  mammals,  birds,
reptiles, and even fruit. They are also known to eat carrion
and will scavenge from human garbage and refuse. Their diet
varies depending on their habitat and the availability of
food.

In agricultural areas, Indian gray mongooses are known to feed
on rodents and other pests, making them beneficial to farmers.
In urban areas, they are often seen scavenging for food near
human settlements.



Habitats
The Indian gray mongoose is widely distributed throughout the
Indian  subcontinent,  including  India,  Pakistan,  Nepal,
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. They can also be found in parts of
Southeast Asia, including Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam.

In India, Indian gray mongooses can be found in a variety of
habitats, including forests, grasslands, agricultural fields,
and urban areas. They are particularly common in the drier
regions of the country, such as Rajasthan, Gujarat, and parts
of Madhya Pradesh.

Vulnerable Species
The Indian gray mongoose is not considered to be vulnerable as
a species in India, and its population is generally stable.
However, the species may face localized threats due to habitat
loss, hunting, and pesticide use in agricultural areas.

In India, there is no precise estimate of the Indian gray
mongoose population, as the species is widespread and occurs
in  many  different  habitats.  However,  they  are  commonly
observed in many parts of the country, and their numbers are
generally considered to be healthy.

The Indian gray mongoose is not currently classified as a
threatened species by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN). However, it is listed under Appendix III of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which means that its trade is
regulated  to  ensure  that  it  is  not  being  harvested
unsustainably.



Protected Areas
The Indian gray mongoose is found in many national parks and
wildlife reserves in India, which offer protected habitats for
the species and other wildlife. 

Located in the state of Madhya Pradesh, Bandhavgarh National
Park  is  home  to  a  variety  of  wildlife,  including  tigers,
leopards, and Indian gray mongooses. 

Situated in the Aravalli hills of Rajasthan, the Sariska Tiger
Reserve is a protected area that is home to a variety of
wildlife,  including  Indian  gray  mongooses,  leopards,  and
striped hyenas. 

Located in the state of Gujarat, Gir Forest National Park is
the only place in the world where Asiatic lions are found in
the wild. Indian gray mongooses can also be found in the park,
along with other wildlife such as sambar deer and langurs.

 Situated in the Western Ghats of Kerala, Periyar National
Park  is  home  to  a  diverse  range  of  wildlife,  including
elephants, tigers, and Indian gray mongooses. 

Located in the state of Madhya Pradesh, Kanha National Park is
one of the largest national parks in India and is home to a
variety of wildlife, including Indian gray mongooses, tigers,
and sloth bears.

Grey Mongoose are very common all across the country and can
be found in urban areas as well in patches of green and parks.
They can hide and hunt very well which makes them survive in
almost all areas of the country. 



Conclusion
In conclusion, the mongoose is an indispensable carnivorous
mammal that plays a vital role in regulating the population of
pests  and  rodents  in  diverse  ecosystems.  Their  remarkable
adaptations,  such  as  their  imperviousness  to  venom  and
lightning-fast reflexes, render them highly efficient hunters
of  snakes  and  other  perilous  prey.  Nevertheless,  mongoose
populations face an imminent threat from habitat destruction,
hunting,  and  the  aggressive  spread  of  invasive  species.
Therefore, concerted conservation efforts are indispensable to
safeguard  and  preserve  these  invaluable  members  of  our
ecosystems.  The  significance  of  the  mongoose  cannot  be
overstated, as they contribute to the equilibrium and well-
being of varied ecosystems, and their preservation is crucial
for maintaining the biodiversity of our planet.


