
Indian Marbled Cats 

Origin
The Indian marbled cat (Pardofelis marmorata), also known as
the marbled cat, is a small wild cat species that is native to
South and Southeast Asia. The origin and ancestry of this
species are not well understood, but it is believed to be
closely related to the clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosa) and
the  bay  cat  (Catopuma  badia).  The  exact  process  by  which
Indian marbled cats reached India is not known, but it is
likely that they evolved from a common ancestor and spread
across South and Southeast Asia over time. This species is
found in several countries in the region, including India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, and Laos.

Distribution  and  Population  in
India
In India, the Indian marbled cat is primarily found in the
forests of Northeastern states, including Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, and Nagaland. These areas are known for
their dense forests, abundant wildlife, and diverse habitats,
which  provide  ideal  conditions  for  the  survival  and
reproduction of the Indian marbled cat. The population of
Indian  marbled  cats  (Pardofelis  marmorata)  is  not  well
understood,  and  the  species  is  considered  to  be  rare  and
elusive. There is limited data on the population of Indian
marbled cats, and it is difficult to accurately estimate their
numbers in the wild. However, the species is considered to be
declining due to habitat loss and fragmentation, as well as
hunting and other threats.

https://greenverz.com/indian-marbled-cats/


Appearance
In terms of appearance, the Indian marbled cat is a small wild
cat species that has a distinctive marbled pattern on its fur.
The fur is brown or gray with black spots and stripes, which
helps the cat blend into its forest environment. Males are
typically larger than females, with males weighing between 4.5
and 9 kg, while females weigh between 2.5 and 5 kg. Indian
marbled  cats  are  known  to  be  excellent  climbers  and  are
capable of leaping great distances between trees.

Lifestyle
During the day, it rests in dens or hides in dense vegetation
to avoid predators and conserve energy. The species is known
for its arboreal lifestyle and is an excellent climber, able
to scale trees and move through the forest canopy with ease.
The Indian marbled cat has a wide range of vocalizations,
including  meows,  growls,  and  hisses,  which  it  uses  to
communicate with other members of its species and to defend
its  territory.  The  species  is  territorial  and  marks  its
territory with urine and scent marking. The social behavior of
Indian marbled cats is not well understood, but it is believed
that they are solitary animals that spend most of their time
alone. However, they may form pairs during the breeding season
to mate and raise their young.

Offspring of Indian marbled cats are typically born in litters
of two to three kittens. The kittens are born blind and are
dependent on their mother for food and care. They begin to
explore their surroundings and learn to hunt at around three
months of age, and they reach adulthood at around one year of
age.



Food Habit
The diet of Indian marbled cats primarily consists of small
mammals,  birds,  and  reptiles,  and  they  are  known  to  be
excellent hunters. They are also known to consume fruit, which
may provide additional nutrients. 

Habitats
The Indian marbled cat requires large areas of undisturbed
forest to survive, as it is an arboreal species that is well
adapted to life in the forest canopy. The species is also
known  to  occur  in  secondary  forests  and  degraded  forest
habitats,  but  it  is  thought  that  these  habitats  may  not
provide enough resources for the species to thrive. In terms
of altitude, the Indian marbled cat is found at elevations
ranging from sea level to around 3,000 meters. The species is
well adapted to the tropical climate of its range, with high
temperatures and high levels of rainfall. The species is also
thought  to  be  tolerant  of  a  wide  range  of  environmental
conditions, including changes in temperature, humidity, and
rainfall.

Vulnerable Species
Indian marbled cats are considered to be vulnerable by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The
species was listed as vulnerable in the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species in 2008.

Habitat Loss 
The cat is most affected with habitat loss. As more forests
are  cleared,  less  is  available  for  these  cats  and  other
species. It puts stress on food, shelter and reproduction.
This  has  led  to  a  decline  in  the  amount  and  quality  of
suitable habitat available for the species, which is dependent



on dense forest for its survival.

Trafficking 
The illegal trade of these cats is large. They are small and
can be kept in the homes as pets. They are caught and sold in
the market. 

Hunting 
Hunting is also a significant threat to the Indian marbled
cat, as the species is often hunted for its fur or for use in
traditional medicine. Additionally, the species is sometimes
hunted as a pest, as it is perceived to be a threat to
livestock or crops.

Protected Areas
Indian marbled cats are found in several protected areas in
India,  including  wildlife  reserves,  national  parks,  and
wildlife sanctuaries.

Namdapha National Park is a national park located in the state
of Arunachal Pradesh in northeastern India and is one of the
largest protected areas for Indian marbled cats. 

Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary is also
located in the state of Arunachal Pradesh and is known for its
rich  biodiversity,  including  several  species  of  cats,
including  the  Indian  marbled  cat.  


