
Large Indian Civet
India is home to a vast array of animal species, from majestic
tigers and elephants to tiny insects and amphibians. Among the
country’s diverse wildlife, there are some lesser-known but
equally fascinating creatures that are worth learning about.
In this article, we will take a closer look at the large
Indian civet. We will explore their unique characteristics,
habitats, and the challenges they face in the wild, as well as
the  importance  of  conserving  these  incredible  animals  for
future generations.

Origin
The large Indian civet, also known as the Indian civet or the
Rasse, is a nocturnal mammal that is native to the Indian
subcontinent and Southeast Asia. The exact origin of the large
Indian civet is not clear, but it is believed to have evolved
from a common ancestor of the civet family that lived in
Africa around 35 million years ago.

From Africa, the civets spread to Asia and eventually reached
the Indian subcontinent. Fossil evidence suggests that civets
were present in India as early as the Miocene period, around
23 million years ago.

Distribution and Population
The  large  Indian  civet  (Viverra  zibetha)  is  a  relatively
common but elusive species found in the Indian subcontinent.
It is found in the Sub Himalayan regions of India, North East
India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, and Thailand.

However, the exact population of large Indian civet in India
is not known. The species is nocturnal and elusive, which
makes it difficult to estimate population size. Additionally,
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the large Indian civet is known to inhabit a wide range of
habitats,  including  forests,  agricultural  land,  and  urban
areas, further complicating population assessments.

Despite  this  lack  of  specific  population  data,  the  large
Indian civet is classified as a species of Least Concern by
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Features

Appearance
The  large  Indian  civet  is  a  nocturnal  mammal  with  a
distinctive  appearance.  It  has  a  long  and  slender  body,
measuring around 60-95 cm in length, and a bushy tail that is
almost as long as its body. It stands around 30-40 cm at the
shoulder and weighs around 5-15 kg. The fur of the large
Indian civet is a reddish-brown color with black stripes and
spots on its body and tail. It has a white or grayish belly,
and a narrow, elongated face with large eyes and a small,
pointed snout. Male and female large Indian civets are similar
in  appearance,  but  males  tend  to  be  slightly  larger  than
females.

Lifestyle
The large Indian civet is a solitary and secretive animal, and
little is known about its lifestyle when it comes to breeding
and  offspring.  The  gestation  period  for  female  civets  is
around 60-70 days, after which they give birth to 2-3 young.
The young are born blind and helpless, and stay with their
mother for several months until they are weaned and able to
fend for themselves.



Food Habits
Large Indian civets are omnivores and feed on a variety of
prey, including insects, small mammals, birds, and fruits.
They are known to be opportunistic hunters, and will also
scavenge on carrion when food is scarce.

Habitat
The large Indian civet is found in a variety of habitats,
including forests, agricultural land, and urban areas. They
prefer areas with dense vegetation and ample cover, and are
typically found at low to mid elevations.

In terms of weather, the large Indian civet is adapted to a
range of conditions, from hot and humid tropical climates to
cooler and drier areas. They are mainly active at night, and
are  able  to  move  quickly  and  silently  through  their
environment, making them efficient predators and successful
survivors in their range.

Vulnerable Species
The large Indian civet is considered least concern. It was
first listed as vulnerable by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 1986 and remains classified
as vulnerable as of 2021.

The large Indian civet is threatened by habitat loss due to
deforestation, as well as hunting and capture for the illegal
wildlife trade. They are also sometimes killed by farmers who
see them as pests. In some parts of their range, they are
considered a delicacy and are hunted for their meat.

The decline in large Indian civet populations has led to their
listing as vulnerable. Efforts are being made to conserve this
species, including by protecting their habitat and cracking



down  on  illegal  hunting  and  trade.  However,  continued
conservation efforts will be necessary to ensure the survival
of the large Indian civet in the wild.

Protected Areas
The large Indian civet is found in several protected areas in
India. 

Manas National park in Assam hosts a wide range of animals and
birds. These are also found there.

Kaziranga National Park is also located in Assam. These civets
are found there as well. 

Located in the eastern part of Arunachal Pradesh, Namdapha
National  Park  is  the  largest  protected  area  for  Hoolock
gibbons in India. It is also home to several other threatened
species, including tigers, leopards, and clouded leopards. 

Located  in  the  Lower  Dibang  Valley  district  of  Arunachal
Pradesh, Mehao Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area that is
home  to  several  species  of  primates,  including  Hoolock
gibbons. 

Located  in  the  western  part  of  Arunachal  Pradesh,  Pakke
Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area that is home to several
species of primates, including Hoolock gibbons. 

Located in the Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh, Kamlang
Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area that is home to several
species of primates, including Hoolock gibbons. 

Located  in  the  Jorhat  district  of  Assam,  Gibbon  Wildlife
Sanctuary is a protected area that is home to several species
of primates, including Hoolock gibbons.

These protected areas are important for the conservation of
the large Indian civet, as they provide habitat and protection



from hunting and other threats.

Conservation of the Species
 Protecting and conserving their natural habitats is one of
the  most  effective  ways  to  ensure  the  survival  of  these
species.  This  can  be  achieved  through  the  creation  and
management of protected areas, such as national parks and
wildlife reserves, and the restoration of degraded habitats. 

Illegal  hunting  and  poaching  of  these  species  is  a  major
threat to their survival. Effective anti-poaching measures,
such  as  increased  patrols,  community-based  monitoring
programs, and strong enforcement of wildlife laws, can help to
reduce this threat. 

Raising public awareness about the importance of these species
and their conservation can help to reduce the demand for their
products,  such  as  fur  and  body  parts,  and  reduce  human-
wildlife conflict. 

Education and awareness programs aimed at local communities
and hunters can also help to reduce the illegal hunting of
these species. 

Gathering  more  information  about  these  species,  including
their population sizes, distribution, and ecological needs can
help  to  inform  conservation  efforts  and  improve  our
understanding  of  their  conservation  status.  

In some cases, conservation breeding programs may be necessary
to support the recovery of populations that are at risk of
extinction. This involves breeding individuals in captivity
and then releasing them back into the wild, once sufficient
populations have been established.


