
Mahogany
Mahogany, also known as Swietenia mahagoni, is a large, long-
lived tree species that is native to the tropical regions of
the  Americas.  Although  not  native  to  India,  it  has  been
introduced and widely planted in various parts of the country,
especially in the southern states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Karnataka, where it has become a popular plantation species
due to its high economic value.

Tree Characteristic Description

Common Name Mahogany

Scientific Name Swietenia

Maximum Height 40-50 meters

Diameter when Mature 1-2 meters

Years to Grow 25-30 years

Economic Benefit to Farmers High value timber

Physical Characteristics
The mahogany tree can reach a height of up to 40 meters and a
diameter of 1.5 meters. It has a straight trunk with a rounded
crown, and its branches grow in a spiral pattern. The tree has
dark green leaves that are arranged in a spiral pattern and
its flowers are small and white. The fruit of the tree is a
large, woody capsule that contains small, winged seeds.

Ecological Role
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In its native range, the mahogany tree plays an important
ecological role in the forest ecosystem by providing habitat
for a wide variety of animals, including birds, insects, and
mammals.  Its  large,  spreading  crown  provides  shade  and
shelter, while its leaves and fruit are important food sources
for many animals.

Importance to Birds, Animals, and
Insects
Mahogany is an important source of food and shelter for birds
and animals in its native habitat, and it is also home to a
wide variety of insects. The tree’s leaves and fruit are eaten
by birds, while its bark and wood provide habitat for insects,
such as beetles and termites.



States in India where the tree is
found naturally

Mahogany is not native to India, but it has been introduced
and widely planted in various parts of the country, especially
in the southern states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka.

States  where  it  is  commercially
grown
Mahogany  is  commercially  grown  in  the  southern  states  of
Kerala,  Tamil  Nadu,  and  Karnataka,  where  it  has  become  a
popular plantation species due to its high economic value.

Commercial Growing of Tree
Mahogany is grown commercially for its high-quality timber,
which is used in furniture making, cabinetry, and interior



finishing. The wood is also used for boat building and for
making musical instruments, such as guitars.

Different Stages of Tree Growth
Mahogany trees typically take around 20-25 years to mature, at
which point they can be harvested for their valuable timber.
During the first few years of growth, mahogany trees require
regular pruning and maintenance to promote healthy growth and
prevent the spread of disease.

How Farmers are Benefited
Mahogany can be grown as part of an agroforestry system, which
combines the benefits of agriculture and forestry to improve
soil health, reduce erosion, and increase yields. By growing
mahogany alongside other crops, farmers can benefit from the
high  value  of  the  tree’s  timber  while  also  improving  the
productivity of their land.

Harvesting
Mahogany trees are typically harvested when they reach 20-25
years of age, although some trees can be left to grow for up
to  40  years.  The  timber  is  harvested  using  sustainable
practices to ensure the long-term health and productivity of
the forest.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the mahogany tree is a valuable plantation
species that is widely grown in the southern states of India.
While it is not native to the region, it has been introduced
and is now an important source of timber for the furniture
industry. By growing mahogany in agroforestry systems, farmers
can benefit from its high economic value while also improving



the productivity of their land and promoting sustainable land
use practices.


