
Nicobar scops owl
In the depths of the dense Nicobar forests, a feathered beauty
lurks amidst the shadows, watching and waiting for its next
prey.  With  piercing  yellow  eyes  and  intricate  plumage  of
shades of brown and white, the Nicobar scops owl is a creature
of mystique and allure.

As night falls over the islands, the owl’s call echoes through
the  trees,  a  haunting  melody  that  sends  shivers  down  the
spine. Its hoots are not of warning, but rather an invitation
to explore the mysteries of the forest. The Nicobar scops owl
is a sentinel of the night, a guardian of secrets, and a
master of stealth.

With wings as silent as the wind, the Nicobar scops owl glides
through the trees, a phantom in the night sky.

Serial
Number

Characteristic Description

1 Common Name Nicobar Scops Owl

2 Scientific Name Otus alius

3 Appearance

Small owl with grey-brown
plumage, spotted with white;
large yellow eyes with black

pupils; short, rounded ear-tufts

4 Average Length (cm) 22-25

5 Average Weight (g) 115-135

6 Type of Bird Nocturnal bird of prey

7 Found in
Endemic to the Nicobar Islands

in the Indian Ocean

8 Habitat
Dense tropical forests,

including primary and secondary
growth, as well as mangroves

https://greenverz.com/nicobar-scops-owl/


9 Status Near Threatened

Features
The Nicobar scops owl is a small species of owl, standing at a
height of around 20-25 centimeters and measuring up to 33-35
centimeters in length. Despite its small size, this owl is a
formidable  hunter,  with  sharp  talons  and  a  powerful  beak
capable of taking down prey larger than itself.
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The eyes of the Nicobar scops owl are a striking yellow,
giving it a fierce and intimidating appearance. Its eyes are
also large and round, allowing for excellent vision and the
ability to see even in the darkest of nights. The owl’s facial
features are accentuated by a distinct facial disc, a ring of



feathers surrounding its face which helps to focus sound and
improve its hearing.

Habitat and Food
The Nicobar scops owl is a species of owl that is native to
the Nicobar Islands, a group of small islands located in the
Indian  Ocean.  It  is  found  primarily  in  dense  forests  and
woodlands, where it can roost in the hollows of trees and hunt
for prey under the cover of darkness.

As a nocturnal bird, the Nicobar scops owl is active primarily
at night, when it hunts for small mammals, birds, and insects.
Its diet consists primarily of rodents such as rats and mice,
but it also feeds on small birds, insects, and other small
creatures that it can catch. The owl is a skilled hunter,
using its sharp talons and powerful beak to capture prey and
its excellent vision and hearing to detect movement and sound
in the darkness.

In addition to its hunting habits, the Nicobar scops owl also
plays  an  important  role  in  the  ecosystem  of  the  Nicobar
Islands. By consuming rodents and other small animals, it
helps to keep populations in check, preventing overpopulation
and damage to local ecosystems. As an apex predator, the owl



is also an indicator of the health of the forest ecosystem,
and  its  presence  is  a  sign  of  a  healthy  and  thriving
ecosystem.

Nesting and Nurturing
The Nicobar scops owl is a species of owl that is known for
its unique nesting habits. Unlike many other bird species, the
Nicobar scops owl does not build its own nest. Instead, it
relies on natural cavities in trees or the abandoned nests of
other birds to lay its eggs.

The Nicobar scops owl typically lays between two to three eggs
per clutch, which are laid directly on the floor of the cavity
or nest. The eggs are oval-shaped and typically have a white
or off-white color, with some slight variations in coloration.
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After hatching, the young owlets are completely dependent on
their parents for care and protection. Both parents take on
the role of feeding the young owlets, providing them with a
diet of small mammals, birds, and insects. The parents also
provide warmth and protection for the young, remaining close
by to keep them safe from predators and other dangers.

As  the  young  owlets  grow  and  develop,  they  become  more
independent and eventually leave the nest to establish their
own territories. The nesting habits of the Nicobar scops owl
are unique and fascinating, and play an important role in the
survival and success of this remarkable bird species.

IUCN Status

The Nicobar scops owl is classified as “Near Threatened” on
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. This means that the



species is considered to be at high risk of extinction in the
wild.

The primary threats to the Nicobar scops owl include habitat
loss and degradation due to human activities, such as logging,
agriculture, and urbanization. In addition, the species is
also hunted for its meat and feathers, which are used in
traditional practices and for decorative purposes.


