Osprey

The Osprey is a bird of prey like no other, soaring through
the skies with grace and power, its wings spanning wide like
the embrace of a lover. With piercing yellow eyes and a hooked
beak designed for tearing flesh, the Osprey is a formidable
hunter, diving from great heights to snatch fish from the
water with expert precision.
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Characteristics Description
Number
1 Common name Osprey
2 Scientific name Pandion haliaetus

Dark brown upperparts, white
3 Colour underparts with a distinctive
brown patch on the chest

4 Average length 55-65 cm

5 Average wingspan 150-180 cm

6 Type of bird Fish-eating bird of prey

7 Found in All continents except Antarctica
3 Habitat Near watgr bodies such as lakes,

rivers, and coasts
9 Status Least Concern (population stable)
Features

The Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) is a medium-sized bird of prey
with a distinctive appearance.

Ospreys typically stand around 60-66 cm (24-26 inches) tall.
Their wingspan can reach up to 1.8 meters (6 feet). They
usually weigh between 1.2 to 2.1 kg (2.6 to 4.6 pounds). The
Osprey has a dark brown back and wings, a white head and
underside, and distinctive brown stripes across its eyes. They


https://greenverz.com/osprey/

have yellow eyes, and their legs and feet are a bluish-gray
color.

Ospreys are well-adapted for their hunting lifestyle, with
features such as keen eyesight, sharp talons, and reversible
outer toes that allow them to grasp prey with two toes in
front and two toes behind. They are also known for their
unique hunting style, which involves hovering above the water
and then plunging feet-first to catch fish.

Habitat and Food

Ospreys are found near bodies of water such as rivers, lakes,
and coastlines. They prefer open areas with unobstructed
views, such as marshes, bays, and estuaries, where they can
easily spot their prey. Ospreys often nest on man-made
structures like power poles or atop tall trees.

Ospreys are piscivorous, meaning they primarily eat fish. They
hunt by flying above the water, then diving feet first to
catch fish with their sharp talons. They are skilled hunters
and can adjust the angle of their dive to increase their
chances of catching fish. They typically consume a variety of
fish species, including salmon, trout, and bass, and can carry
fish weighing up to 50% of their own weight. Ospreys will also
occasionally feed on small mammals and birds.

Nesting and Nurturing

Ospreys typically build their nests near bodies of water, such
as lakes, rivers, and coastal areas. They prefer to nest on
high structures, such as tall trees, cliffs, or man-made
structures such as telephone poles or platforms built
specifically for them. Ospreys mate for life, and they often
return to the same nest year after year, adding to it each
time they come back.



Ospreys lay two to four eggs per clutch, depending on the
availability of food and the health of the parents.

Ospreys build their nests out of sticks, grasses, and other
materials, often on high structures near water. They may also
use man-made structures such as buoys or channel markers.

The eggs are generally white or cream-colored with brown
speckles. They are about the size of a large chicken egg,
around 2.5 to 3 inches in length. The eggs are incubated for
about 35 to 40 days, with both parents taking turns incubating
them.

Once the eggs hatch, the parents take turns feeding and caring
for the chicks. The chicks are born with white downy feathers,
and they grow quickly. After a few weeks, they develop dark
feathers and begin to exercise their wings, practicing for
their first flight. The parents continue to feed and care for
the chicks until they are ready to leave the nest, usually
around 7 to 8 weeks after hatching.

TUCN Status

According to the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), the osprey is currently listed as a species of
Least Concern.

This status is due to its relatively wide distribution and
population size, which 1is estimated to be stable or
increasing.



