Spinner Dolphin

Dolphins are among the most fascinating and intelligent
creatures on the planet. These marine mammals are known for
their playful behaviour, acrobatic skills, and highly social
nature. With over 40 different species of dolphins found in
waters around the world, these animals have captured the
attention and admiration of humans for centuries. From the
acrobatic spins of the bottlenose dolphin to the unique pink
coloration of the Amazon river dolphin, each species has its
own distinct characteristics that make them fascinating to
study and observe.

Spinner Dolphin

Sl
No Characteristics Description
1 Common Name Spinner Dolphin
2 Scientific Name Stenella Longirostris
3 Length Males: 8 feetFemales: 7 feet
dark grey or black on their back,
4 Color with a lighter grey or white
underside
5 Average weight 170 kgs
6 Food habits feed on small fish and squid
found in warm, tropical, and
7 Habitat subtropical waters around the
world.
They are known for their
3 Any interesting facts |acrobatic displays, which include
about them leaping out of the water and
spinning in the air.
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Features

Spinner dolphins are small dolphins that are found in tropical
and subtropical waters around the world. They are known for
their acrobatic displays, which include spinning in the air.
Spinner dolphins have a distinctive appearance, with slender
bodies and long, thin beaks. They are typically dark grey or
black on their back, with a lighter grey or white underside.

Male and female spinner dolphins are similar in appearance,
but males are typically larger than females. Adult males can
grow up to 8 feet in length and weigh up to 170 kg (375 1lbs),
while adult females are slightly smaller, typically growing up
to 7 feet in length and weighing up to 100 kg (220 1bs).

One of the special characteristics of spinner dolphins 1is
their behaviour. They are known for their acrobatic displays,
which include leaping out of the water and spinning in the
air. They also frequently swim alongside boats, riding the
waves created by the vessel. Spinner dolphins are also social
animals, often 1living in groups of several hundred
individuals. These groups can consist of both males and
females, and may include individuals of different ages.

Spinner dolphins are also known for their communication
abilities. They use a range of vocalisations, including
clicks, whistles, and buzzes, to communicate with each other.
These vocalisations are used for a variety of purposes,
including to locate prey, to navigate, and to socialise with
other dolphins.

Food Habits

Spinner dolphins are opportunistic feeders, and their diet can
vary depending on the location and availability of prey. They
primarily feed on small fish and squid, which they catch by



chasing and herding them into tight groups. They are known for
their unique feeding behaviour, which involves swimming in a
tight circle while slapping their tails on the surface of the
water. This creates a wall of sound that can stun and confuse
their prey, making them easier to catch.

Habitat

Spinner dolphins are found in warm, tropical, and subtropical
waters around the world. They are commonly found in the
Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans, as well as in the
Mediterranean Sea. In the Indian Ocean, spinner dolphins are
found in coastal areas of India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and
other countries in the region.

In India, spinner dolphins are commonly found along the
country’s western coast, particularly in the waters of the
states of Goa, Maharashtra, and Kerala. They are also found in
the waters around the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which are
located in the Bay of Bengal. Spinner dolphins prefer shallow
coastal waters and are often found near coral reefs, atolls,
and other areas where there is an abundance of fish and other

prey.

Vulnerable Species

Spinner dolphins in India are considered to be vulnerable,
meaning that their populations are at risk of declining in the
wild. While there are no exact numbers on the total population
of spinner dolphins in India, some estimates suggest that
there may be around 10,000 individuals living in the country’s
coastal waters.

Spinner dolphins in India face a range of threats, many of
which are caused by human activities. Spinner dolphins are
often accidentally caught in fishing nets, particularly in the



gillnet fisheries that are used to catch species like tuna and
mackerel. Coastal development, pollution, and climate change
can all have negative impacts on the habitats where spinner
dolphins live and feed. Large numbers of boats and ships can
disrupt the normal behavior of spinner dolphins, causing them
to change their patterns of feeding, breeding, and
socializing. Loud underwater noises from activities like
drilling, pile-driving, and seismic surveys can be harmful to
spinner dolphins and other marine life.

Protected Areas

The first protected area for spinner dolphins in India was
established in 1989 in the waters surrounding the Union
Territory of Lakshadweep. This area is known as the Dolphin
Conservation Reserve, and it covers an area of approximately
7,500 square kilometres. In this reserve, fishing is strictly
regulated, and boats are not allowed to come within a certain
distance of the dolphins.

Another protected area for spinner dolphins in India is the
Malvan Marine Sanctuary, which was established in 1987. This
sanctuary 1s located in the Sindhudurg district of Maharashtra
and covers an area of approximately 29 square kilometres. The
sanctuary is home to a variety of marine species, including
spinner dolphins, and fishing 1is regulated to protect the
marine ecosystem.

In addition to these protected areas, the Indian government
has also designated several other areas as critical habitats
for spinner dolphins. These include the waters around the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the Gulf of Mannar Marine
National Park, and the Palk Bay region.

The establishment of protected areas for spinner dolphins in
India is an important step towards ensuring the long-term
survival of these charismatic marine mammals. By regulating



fishing and protecting critical habitats, these areas help to
reduce the threats facing spinner dolphins and other marine
species in India’'s coastal waters.

Conservation of the Species

Protecting the natural habitats of these dolphin species 1is
crucial. This includes maintaining water quality, preventing
pollution, and regulating the use of river systems, estuaries,
and coastlines.

Human activities such as fishing, boating, and development can
have a significant impact on dolphin populations. Reducing the
impact of these activities by regulating fishing practices,
reducing noise pollution, and minimising boat traffic can help
to preserve dolphin populations.

Raising awareness of the importance of these dolphin species
and their habitats can help to generate support for
conservation efforts. Education programs can be implemented
for local communities, schools, and tourists to teach them
about the importance of these species.

Conducting research and monitoring programs can help to better
understand these species and their habitats. This information
can be used to develop effective conservation strategies and
monitor the success of these efforts over time. Effective
conservation efforts will require <collaboration and
partnerships between various stakeholders, including
government agencies, NGOs, local communities, and researchers.
By working together, these groups can develop and implement
effective conservation strategies to protect these dolphin
species.

With the increase in marine tourism activities such as boat
rides and water sports, it is important to regulate these
activities in a manner that ensures the safety and



conservation of dolphins. This can be done by enforcing strict
guidelines on boat traffic, keeping a safe distance from
dolphins, and avoiding activities that can cause stress or
harm to dolphins.

Pollution can be extremely harmful to dolphin populations.
This includes plastic pollution, chemical pollution, and noise
pollution. Reducing pollution levels in the environment can
help to protect these species and their habitats.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the conservation of these dolphin species 1is
critical to maintain the biodiversity of our planet and the
health of aquatic ecosystems. We must take concerted efforts
to protect these intelligent and charismatic creatures from
habitat loss, human impact, pollution, and other threats. By
implementing the strategies mentioned above, we can ensure the
long-term survival of these unique species and the
preservation of their habitats for future generations.



