Spotted Linsang

The spotted linsang, also known as the banded linsang or tiger

civet,

Viverridae family.

is a small carnivorous mammal that belongs to the
It is found in Southeast Asia,

including

Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam.

The spotted linsang has a long,
Its fur is reddish-brown with black spots and bands,
help it blend into its forested habitat.

slender body and short legs.

It has a long tail,

which is almost as long as its body, and a pointed snout.

Spotted Linsang

Serial . _
No Characteristics Description
1 Common Name Spotted Linsang
2 Scientific Name Prionodon pardicolor
3 Length 33 to 38 centimeters
Golden-brown fur with black
4 Color _
spots and white underparts
, , Height: up to 20 centimeters
5 Height/Girth
1ght/61 (including the tail)
Tail length: to 18
6 Tail length al eng. "p %o
centimeters
Height till shoul
. eig | i shoulder N/A
(1if mammal)
8 Average Weight 600 to 900 grams
9 Food Habits Sma1¥ mammals,.birds,
reptiles, and insects
10 Habitat Tropical and subtrop1c§1
forests of Southeast Asia

which
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The Spotted Linsang has
retractable claws and a
prehensile tail that helps it
climb trees with ease.

11 Interesting Facts

Features

The Spotted Linsang, also known as the Common Linsang, is a
small carnivorous mammal found in Southeast Asia. They are
slender-bodied and have short legs, making them agile climbers
and hunters. Their fur is a distinctive golden-yellow to
reddish-brown color with dark spots and stripes, providing
them with excellent camouflage in the forest canopy.

Males and females of this species are similar in appearance,
with the males being slightly larger, measuring up to 40cm in
length, while females can grow up to 38cm. The Spotted Linsang
also has a long, tapering tail that is almost as long as its
body, which helps them balance as they move through the trees.

One of the unique characteristics of the Spotted Linsang 1is
their ability to rotate their hind feet 180 degrees, allowing
them to run headfirst down a tree trunk or climb down a tree
headfirst. They are also known for their excellent eyesight,
which they use to hunt prey such as small mammals, birds,
reptiles, and insects.

Overall, the Spotted Linsang is a fascinating and distinctive
species that showcases the incredible diversity of the animal
kingdom.

Food Habits

The diet of the Spotted Linsang is varied, and they are known
to be opportunistic feeders. Their diet includes small mammals
such as rodents and shrews, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and



insects. They have also been known to eat fruits and
vegetables when prey 1is scarce.

Habitat

Spotted Linsangs are primarily found in Southeast Asia,
including Thailand, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, and the
Philippines. In India, they are mainly found in the
Northeastern states such as Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and
Meghalaya, where they inhabit the forested regions of the
lower Himalayas.

The Spotted Linsang prefers forested habitats with dense
vegetation, where they can easily climb trees to hunt prey or
escape predators. They can also be found in agricultural areas
and plantations, as long as there are trees and other
vegetation for them to climb.

Vulnerable Species

The Spotted Linsang’s population status in India is not well-
known, and there are no accurate estimates of their population
size in the country. However, the species 1is considered to be
relatively common in some areas of their range and is not
currently listed as threatened by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Despite this, the Spotted Linsang faces several threats in its
range, 1including habitat loss due to deforestation,
agricultural expansion, and human development. The species 1is
also hunted for its fur and meat in some parts of its range,
though this is not a significant threat to its overall
population.



Protected Areas

There are several national parks and wildlife reserves 1in
India where Spotted Linsangs can be found.

Namdapha National Park in Arunachal Pradesh is one of the
largest protected areas in India and is home to a diverse
range of wildlife, including the Spotted Linsang.

Pakhui Wildlife Sanctuary: Located in Arunachal Pradesh, this
wildlife sanctuary is home to several species of small
carnivores, including the Spotted Linsang.

Manas National Park in Assam is a UNESCO World Heritage site
and is home to a variety of wildlife, including several
species of small carnivores such as the Spotted Linsang.

Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary in Arunachal Pradesh is home to a
variety of wildlife, including several species of birds,
primates, and small carnivores such as the Spotted Linsang.

These national parks and wildlife reserves provide an
important protected habitat for the Spotted Linsang and other
wildlife in India and serve as important sites for research,
conservation, and eco-tourism.

Conservation of the Spotted
Linsang

There are several conservation steps that can be taken to
protect the spotted linsang:

Protecting Habitat: The primary threat to the spotted linsang
is habitat loss and fragmentation. Therefore, protecting its
habitat by preserving forests and reducing deforestation can
help to maintain and increase the population.



Encouraging Sustainable Land Use: Encouraging sustainable land
use practices, such as agroforestry, can help to reduce
deforestation and provide habitat for the spotted linsang.

Addressing Illegal Wildlife Trade: The spotted linsang 1is
sometimes captured for the illegal wildlife trade, where it 1is
sold as a pet or for its fur. Efforts to address the illegal
wildlife trade can help to protect the species.

Conducting Research: Research on the spotted linsang can help
to better understand its ecology, behavior, and population
dynamics, which can inform conservation efforts.

Awareness Campaigns: Increasing public awareness about the
importance of protecting the spotted linsang and its habitat
can help to gain support for conservation efforts and reduce
human-wildlife conflicts.

Collaborative Conservation Efforts: Collaborative conservation
efforts involving local communities, government agencies,
NGOs, and researchers can help to develop and implement
effective conservation strategies for the spotted linsang.



