
Sweet Lime 
Sweet lime, also known as Mosambi, is a citrus fruit that is
popular in India. The sweet lime tree is a tropical tree that
is believed to have originated in Southeast Asia. The fruit is
consumed for its tangy and sweet taste, which makes it an
excellent thirst quencher. In addition to its culinary uses,
sweet lime is also used in traditional medicine for its health
benefits. This article will cover various aspects of the sweet
lime tree, including its physical characteristics, ecological
role, commercial cultivation, and benefits to farmers.

Tree Characteristics Details

Common Name Sweet Lime

Scientific Name
Citrus limettioides or Citrus limetta

var. tanaka

Maximum Height Up to 5 meters (16 feet)

Diameter Up to 4 meters (13 feet) when mature

Years to Grow Up to 10 years

Economic Benefit

Provides a valuable fruit crop for
consumption and is used in the

production of essential oils for various
industries. Sweet lime trees are also
used as rootstocks for other citrus

varieties.

Physical characteristics
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The sweet lime tree can grow up to a maximum height of 25 feet
and has a relatively small canopy. The leaves are ovate and
glossy, with a dark green color. The fruit is round or oblong
in shape, with a smooth and thin skin that ranges in color
from green to yellow. The fruit is typically harvested when it
is fully ripe, which can take anywhere from 6-9 months.

Ecological role



The sweet lime tree plays an essential ecological role as it
provides food and shelter for various animals and insects. The
flowers  of  the  sweet  lime  tree  attract  bees  and  other
pollinators, which help in the pollination process. The fruit
also  provides  food  for  birds,  squirrels,  and  other  small
animals.

Importance to Birds, animals, and
insects



The sweet lime tree is an essential source of food for many
animals and insects. The nectar from the flowers attracts
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators, which are essential
for the fruit’s production. The fruit is also a source of food
for birds, squirrels, and other small animals.

States in India where the tree is
found naturally
Sweet lime is a tropical fruit that is widely found in India.
It is commonly grown in the states of Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka.



States  where  it  is  commercially
grown

Sweet lime is commercially grown in various states in India.
The  major  sweet  lime  producing  states  are  Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka.

Commercial growing of tree
Sweet lime is typically grown in orchards or groves. The tree
requires full sun exposure and well-drained soil. The tree can
be propagated through seed or vegetatively through grafting.
The tree requires regular watering and fertilizer application
to ensure optimal growth and fruit production.

Different stages of tree growth in



details
The sweet lime tree goes through several stages of growth,
including the vegetative stage, flowering stage, and fruiting
stage. During the vegetative stage, the tree produces leaves
and branches. The flowering stage begins in the spring when
the tree produces fragrant white flowers. The fruiting stage
begins in the summer, and the fruit is harvested when it is
fully ripe.

How farmers are benefited
Sweet  lime  is  an  excellent  crop  for  agroforestry  as  it
provides  shade  for  other  crops  and  can  help  reduce  soil
erosion. The tree is also relatively low maintenance, making
it an attractive option for farmers. Additionally, sweet lime
is a high-value crop, which can provide a substantial income
for farmers.

Harvesting

Sweet lime is typically harvested by hand when the fruit is



fully ripe. The fruit is picked from the tree and can be
stored for up to two weeks in a cool and dry place.

Conclusion
The sweet lime tree is an essential crop in India, providing
food, income, and ecological benefits. The fruit’s tangy and
sweet taste makes it a popular thirst quencher, and its health
benefits  make  it  an  attractive  option  for  traditional
medicine. The tree’s low maintenance and high-value crop make
it an excellent option for agroforestry, and its ecological
role makes it an essential part of the ecosystem.


