
Tawny Fish Owl 
In  the  shadowy  depths  of  the  forest,  a  majestic  creature
lurks.  Its  wings  span  wide,  ready  to  take  flight  at  the
slightest disturbance. This is the tawny fish owl, a species
of owl known for its piercing gaze and fierce hunting skills.

With its fiery golden eyes and feathers the color of burnished
copper,  the  tawny  fish  owl  is  a  creature  of  breathtaking
beauty. Its sharp talons are capable of grasping even the
slipperiest of fish, and its wings allow it to glide silently
through the night.

Serial
Number

Characteristic Description

1. Common name Tawny Fish Owlet

2. Scientific name Ketupa flavipes

3. Colour Tawny-brown with white spots

4. Average length in cms 20 cm

5. Average height in cms 18 cm

6. Type of bird Forest bird

https://greenverz.com/tawny-fish-owl/


7.
Found in India in

states

Northeastern states of India
including Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,

and Sikkim

8. Habitat
Dense forests near water
bodies such as rivers and

streams

9. Status Least Concern

Features
The tawny fish owl is a large and impressive species of owl,
with a number of distinct physical features that set it apart
from other birds of prey.

First and foremost are its striking golden eyes, which gleam
like fiery jewels in the dim light of the forest. These eyes
are set in a broad, flat face that is framed by a ruff of
feathers,  giving  the  owl  a  distinctive,  almost  regal
appearance.

The  tawny  fish  owl  is  also  known  for  its  distinctive
coloration, which is a rich, reddish-brown hue that blends in



perfectly with the bark of trees and the rocky outcroppings
where it makes its home. Its feathers are marked with darker
stripes and spots, creating a subtle but striking pattern that
helps to camouflage the owl in its natural environment.

In terms of size, the tawny fish owl is one of the larger
species of owl, with a height of up to 20 inches (50 cm) and a
wingspan  that  can  reach  up  to  45  inches  (115  cm).  This
impressive size and wingspan allow the owl to cover large
distances quickly and efficiently, and to strike with deadly
precision when hunting its prey.

Habitat and Food
The tawny fish owl is a species of owl that is found in a wide
range of habitats across Asia, from dense rainforests to arid
grasslands  and  rocky  mountainous  areas.  While  the  owl  is
adaptable and can thrive in a variety of environments, it is
typically most commonly found in forested areas near bodies of
water such as rivers, lakes, and ponds.

One of the most notable features of the tawny fish owl’s
habitat is its proximity to water. This is because the owl is
a highly skilled hunter of fish, frogs, and other aquatic



creatures, and requires a ready supply of prey to survive. The
owl is known for its exceptional ability to hunt in low light
conditions,  and  can  often  be  seen  swooping  down  over  the
surface of the water to snatch up a meal with its powerful
talons.

While the tawny fish owl is primarily a fish-eater, it will
also  prey  on  a  range  of  other  animals,  including  small
mammals,  reptiles,  and  even  other  birds.  It  is  a  skilled
hunter,  relying  on  its  sharp  talons,  powerful  wings,  and
exceptional eyesight to locate and capture prey.

Despite its formidable hunting skills, the tawny fish owl is a
relatively solitary creature, preferring to hunt alone rather
than in groups. It is typically most active at dawn and dusk,
when its prey is most active, and spends much of the day
perched on a tree branch or rocky outcropping, scanning the
surrounding area for signs of prey.

Nesting and Nurturing
The tawny fish owl is a species of owl that is known for its
unique nesting habits and impressive parenting skills. The owl
typically lays 2-3 eggs per clutch, which are incubated for a
period of 30-35 days. During this time, the parents take turns
incubating the eggs, with the female usually taking the night
shift and the male taking over during the day.



The nest of the tawny fish owl is typically made in a hollow
or  crevice  in  a  tree,  or  in  the  shelter  of  a  rocky
outcropping. The nest is made from a variety of materials,
including  twigs,  leaves,  and  feathers,  and  is  lined  with
softer materials such as moss or fur. The nest is often reused
year after year, with the parents adding new materials to it
each year to reinforce it and make it more comfortable for
their young.

The eggs of the tawny fish owl are typically a creamy white
color, with a slightly rough texture. They are relatively
large  compared  to  the  size  of  the  bird,  with  each  egg
measuring  around  2.5  inches  (6.5  cm)  in  length.

Once the eggs hatch, the parents take on the task of raising
their young with impressive dedication and care. The baby owls
are born with soft, fluffy down feathers and are initially
completely helpless, relying entirely on their parents for
food, warmth, and protection.

The parents of the tawny fish owl are highly attentive and
devoted to their young, and will spend much of their time
feeding and caring for them. As the young owls grow, the
parents will gradually begin to wean them off of their milk
and introduce them to solid food, such as small fish and
rodents.



IUCN Status
The tawny fish owl (Ketupa flavipes) is currently listed as a
species of “Least Concern” on the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List. This status indicates
that the species is not considered to be at immediate risk of
extinction, and that its population is stable or increasing
across much of its range.

However, the tawny fish owl does face a number of threats,
including habitat loss and degradation, hunting and trapping,
and pollution of its aquatic habitats. The species is also
vulnerable to disturbances caused by human activities, such as
dam construction and other forms of development.


