
Teak
Teak trees are one of the most iconic and valuable trees in
India. The scientific name of this tree is Tectona grandis,
and it is a member of the Verbenaceae family. The teak tree is
known for its high-quality wood, which is used in a variety of
applications, including furniture, shipbuilding, construction,
and even as firewood. This tree is native to India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Myanmar, and has been cultivated for centuries
for its numerous benefits.

Characteristics Remarks

Common Name Teak

Scientific Name Tectona grandis

Maximum Height 40-50 meters

Diameter when Mature 1.5-3 meters

Years to Grow 20-25 years

Economic Benefit to
Farmers

High value timber, used in
construction, furniture, boats,

and flooring. Provides employment
to local communities. Can be grown

as a cash crop by farmers.

Physical characteristics
Teak trees can grow up to a maximum height of 40-50 meters and
have a straight trunk with a diameter of up to 1.5 meters. The
canopy of the teak tree is large and circular, with a spread
of up to 30 meters. The branches of the teak tree are long and
have a drooping pattern. The leaves of the teak tree are
large, oval-shaped, and have a shiny surface. The flowers of
the teak tree are small and white in color.

https://greenverz.com/teak/


Ecological role
Teak trees play a crucial role in maintaining the ecological
balance of forests. They help in reducing soil erosion and
maintain the water table. The teak tree is also used for
medicinal  purposes,  with  antibacterial  and  antifungal
properties  that  can  treat  skin  diseases  and  wounds.

States in India where the tree is
found naturally
Teak trees are naturally found in several states in India,
including Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya



Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar.

Commercial growing of the tree
Teak trees are commercially grown for their high-quality wood,
which is in high demand in the international market. India is
one of the largest exporters of teak wood. The teak tree can
be harvested after about 10-15 years of growth.

How  to  grow  the  trees  and
challenges
Teak trees can be grown from seeds or saplings. They require
well-drained soil and a warm and humid climate. The seeds of
the teak tree should be soaked in water for 24 hours before
planting. The challenges in growing teak trees include pests
and diseases, climate change, and deforestation.



How  farmers  are  benefited  by
growing it under agroforestry
Farmers  can  benefit  from  growing  teak  trees  under
agroforestry. The teak tree can be grown along with crops like
coconut,  coffee,  and  banana.  The  teak  tree  helps  in  soil
conservation and provides shade to the crops. The farmers can
also sell the teak wood for a good price, which can provide
them with an additional source of income.

Conclusion
Teak trees are a vital part of India’s forestry sector. They
play a critical role in maintaining the ecological balance of
forests  and  providing  high-quality  wood  for  various
applications. The commercial cultivation of teak trees is a
lucrative business, and farmers can benefit from growing them
under agroforestry. It is important to protect and preserve
these valuable trees for future generations to enjoy their
numerous benefits.




